Holy Cross RC Primary School
Newsletter — 15/03/2024

This week:

Year 1 had a fab fime showing off all their learning to mums, dads and other visitors this
morning along with the rest of the school. They told us all about the Lonely Beast who made a
journey through Bristol to reach Holy Cross - getting chased by a deer through Ashton Court
Estate, being spray painted on North Street and getting run over by skateboarders in Dame
Emily Park. The children also enjoyed acting out the story of Zacchaeus and reminded us that
Lent is a time for repentance - turning away from the bad things we do and turning back to
God. They showed through through their art, drama and singing how much they have
enjoyed their learning this term. Thank you as always, to all who came to watch and for
supporting the children in learning their lines and songs.

We have been incredibly proud of year é at camp this week. They have shown perseverance,
determination and incredible strength to push themselves out of their comfort zones. The
children have done Archery, team building activities, rock climbing, caving and tobogganing
and we an incredibly proud of the way they have represented Holy Cross.




Admissions:

Admission for our Reception class for next September is now closed. If you have applied,
please speak to Miss Sims about completing our supplementary form.

Please spread the word about our school with your neighbours and friends! We have
spaces in some classes if you know anyone who has moved into the area or looking for a
new school. If you are able to put a flyer up in your window, please ask Miss Sims for one.
Anyone is able to call the office and organise a visit.

Holy Cross RC Primary School

At Holy Cross everyone is warmly welcome
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Be part of our small, diverse, nurturing school with lots of outdoor space where the
focus is on safe, happy children who are valued and make good progress.

If you are still deciding on the best school for
your family, please visit Holy Cross RC Primary

Rated Good by Ofsted

Please contact the school office
for more information on
0117 377 2199

Wrap-around care from 8.00am - 5.30pm email: holycrossp@bristol-schools.uk

To see more of the school please visit www.holycross.bristol.sch.uk

Social media:

From this year, we are having a social media presence with pages
on Facebook and Instagram. This is so we can share more readily all
the wonderful our children do in school. A permission slip went out
this week, please complete the form and return it to Miss Sims asap.

Please can all parents add/follow our accounts:

https://instagram.com/holycrossrcprimary?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y =

https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Cross-RC-Primary-School-
108722785310698/

Twitter - @HolyCrossRCSch



https://instagram.com/holycrossrcprimary?igshid=YmMyMTA2M2Y=
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Cross-RC-Primary-School-108722785310698/
https://www.facebook.com/Holy-Cross-RC-Primary-School-108722785310698/

Attendance update:

We are working in partnership with parents, carers and Bristol City Council to ensure all of our
pupils maximise their attendance. We would like to thank parents and carers for the work you
have done in ensuring your children have received education over the last few challenging
years due to the pandemic. The usual rules on school attendance continue to apply,
including:

e parents’ duty to send their child to school regularly where they are of compulsory
school age;

e schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence

e the availability of local authorities to use legal sanctions, including penalty notices and
prosecution in court

If you are worried about your child attending school the first port of call is to discuss your
concerns with us directly. Our staff who may be able to help, and all schools work closely with
health and council teams who may also be able to help if needed. If you need to request time
off for exceptional circumstance, please ask Miss Sims for a request of absence form. We would
like to remind you that only requests for exceptional circumstances will be authorised. If your
request is unauthorised, the absence will be looked at and if your child has more than 4 days
off within a 10 week period, you could receive a penalty notice.

Class Yearly Attendance This week's Late sessions this week
aftendance

Reception 92.2% 92.9% %

Year 1 93.3% 97.8% 2

Year 2 94.0% 90.8% 6

Year 3 93.8% 97.0% 10

Year 4 90.0% 85.3% 10

Year 5 93.4% 94.0% 1

Year é 95.2% 97.7% 0

Total 93.2% 93.6% 38

Thank you to those who attend regularly. Please remember to phone the school office if your
child is going to be absent. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you and then may also
make a home visit if we are unable to contact you.

Thank you to those who arrive on time. Remember, children can go straight to class from
8:45am or attend breakfast club from 8am if necessary. If we receive pupil premium funding
for your child then breakfast club is free. If your child is constantly late to school this can
affect their self-esteem and they could be missing out on valuable reading, phonics or Maths
activities and interventions. When your child is absent from school, please ensure you have
contacted the school office rather than teachers or Mrs Kingston.

If your child has low aitendance and you would like o make an appointment and
create an action plan for the rest of the year, please speak to Miss Sims. We hope that
we can work with parents and support them to improve attendance.
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There are 175 non-school days a year.
That's plenty of time to go on visits, holidays, shopping and other appointments.

Term Dates: Friday 1st September
Inset days: Tuesday 2nd January
Friday 28t June

Monday 2279 July
Tuesday 239 July

Term 1. Monday 4th September 2023 - Friday 20t
October 2023

Term 2: Monday 30t October 2023 - Friday 15t
December 2023

Term 3: Wednesday 3@ January — Friday 9t
February

Term 4: Monday 19t February — Thursday 28t
March

Term &: Monday 15t April — Friday 24" May (Bank

holiday on Monday éth May)

Term 6: Monday 39 June — Friday 19t July




Important Dates:

Term 4
Wednesday 20" March Years 1 and 2 dance fest trip
Thursday 215t March Year 4 trip
Friday 22nd March Reception class assembly 9.10am
Monday 25 March End of term assembly 9.10am
Tuesday 26" March Year 1 farm trip
Thursday 28" March End of Term 4
Years 3 and 4 production 2.15am (Year 6
sell refreshments)
Egg mobile races
Year 6 Cake sale 3.15pm
Term 5
Monday 15" April Start of Term 5
Saturday 20" April Stages — dance club performance
Tuesday 23r@ April St George's day —wear red
Friday 26" April Year 4 Museum trip
Year 3 Caerleon trip
Monday 6" May Bank holiday — no school
Tuesday 7th May Year 5 trip to the Matthew
Monday 13" May KS2 SATs week
Tuesday 215t May Year 3 and 5 trip to Hindu Temple
Friday 24t May End of ferm 5

Your Holiday Hub is ready and waiting to open its doors this spring.

Your Holiday Hub is all set for another egg-ceptional school holiday filled with fully funded, fun
activities across Bristol from 2-12 April.

Over 50 providers will open their doors to children and young people who receive benefits-related
free school meals (FSM) with sessions including cooking, sports, music and arts as well as great
opportunities to make friends and try new activities. Each session includes a healthy meal and snacks,
using fresh ingredients and different tastes for children to try.

Councillor Asher Craig, Deputy Mayor and Cabinet lead for Children’s Services, Education and
Equalities welcomed the programme back for 2024. She said: “I'm delighted to see Your Holiday Hub
back again for the third year running, it provides much needed support for families during the school
holidays, giving children and young people entertainment and a healthy nutritious meal during the
day. With nearly 19,000 in receipt of free school meals in Bristol, we have made sure to provide
hundreds of citywide activities to choose from so that everyone can find something that interests
them.”

Food is a key part of the Your Holiday Hub programme, it connects families, communities, and cultures
and this year, the holidays coincide with the end of the Islamic holy month of Ramadan. Children and
young people who are observing Ramadan during the holidays can join in with less strenuous
activities, if desired, and take food home to enjoy later.

Children and young people in receipt of FSM who have an education, health and care plan (EHCP)
or on the special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) register are also welcome to book YHH
sessions. All providers take part in fraining led by WECIL, a user led organisation that supports Disabled
people, to continue improving accessibility to all sessions. Parents should contact providers directly to
discuss any individual needs for their child.



https://wecil.org.uk/
http://www.yourholidayhubbristol.org.uk/
http://www.yourholidayhubbristol.org.uk/

After School Club Servery:

Please complete the following survey from Bristol City Council which asks parents
their needs for after school care. The deadline to submit is Friday 8" March -

https://forms.office.com/e/Nuv0CftB6i

Lent Fundraising:

This Lent we will be raising money in different ways for charity. All classes will be
taking part in the Big Lent Walk to raise money for CAFOD. The aim is for us to walk
200km during Lent. The children will be taking part in this each day after lunch and
you can view our progress on the fundraising page below. Please donate what you
can to raise money for CAFOD and support our efforts.
hitps://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/holy-cross-primary-cafod-fundraiser

Science Week:

It is Science week at the moment and the theme is Time! Each class will be
conducting an investigation around this theme and there is also an opportunity to
submit a poster related to Time with some fab prizes up for grabs! Details can be
found on this website and the closing date is March 28th -
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/
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JUNIORS

RISE JUNIORS WILL GAIN EXPERIENCE IN THE SATURDAY 9:30 AM - 10.30 AM
FOUNDATIONS OF CONTEMPORARY DANCE
INCLUDING TECHNIQUE AND BUILD SKILLS IN
OTHER STYLES. THE DANCERS ARE GIVEN
OPPORTUNITIES TO BE CREATIVE AND WORK

YEAR 2 - YEAR 4

TOGETHER TO MAKE MOVEMENT. NORTH;

THE HUB, GAINSBOROUGH
THEY PERFORM AT VARIOUS EVENTS SUCHAS STV YL LTVl 0 1
BRISTOL REFUGEE FESTIVAL, REACH AND END OF 38T XA
TERM SHARINGS.

WE RUN TWO RISE JUNIORS GROUPS, THE NORTH SOUTH:
GROUP IN LOCKLEAZE, AND THE SOUTH GROUP THE SOUTHBANK CLUB, DEAN

SOUTHVILLE. LANE, BRISTOL, BS3 1DB

togetinvolved

e

emailrise.riseyouthdance@gmail.t



https://forms.office.com/e/Nuv0CftB6i
https://schools.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/holy-cross-primary-cafod-fundraiser
https://www.britishscienceweek.org/plan-your-activities/poster-competition/

EASTER

HOLIDAY CLUBS

Taking place in:

SOUTHVILLE

Open to children from any school

WHAT'S OR[¥
Gymnastics & Circus Skills
Little Steppers Dance
Creative Workshops
Performing Arts

Cricket Fundays

& more!

i &~ BOOK NOW AND GET,

20% OFF

/ USE CODE: Early Booker

*OFFER ENDS MARCH 10th
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lmily Park Project

Easter Pop Up

April 1st - 12th

Pop Up fun and fitness for children and
young people with disabilities!

Venturers Academy, Hareclive Road,
Withywood, BS13 9JW

Gympanzees sessions are for children and young people
(0-25 years) with sensory, physical, learning difficulties,
SEN and any mild to profound disability.

You do not need a diagnosis to use Gympanzees.




