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Year 2 had an exciting trip to Clifton Suspension bridge on Thursday. They learnt all about the 

Bristol giants and the geology of the Gorge. We then spent the afternoon at the Clifton 

Downs learning all about the animals that live there and their habitats.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This week Year 6 had the amazing 

opportunity to become detectives 

and use forensic science to solve the 

case of the mobile phone robbery. We 

learnt how to take finger prints, test for 

bloody and analyse hair samples - 

what a fantastic experience! 

 

On Friday, Year 6 presented their 

learning on Crime and Punishment 

throughout history. They spoke with 

clarity and showcased their learning 

with confidence. Well done Year 6. 
 



      

On Wednesday a drama company called Perform came in to run free drama 

workshops with KS1 ad year 3. They all had a great time!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

School lunches from September and update on free school meals 

We have been informed by our catering company that children in KS2 who are not entitled to 

free school meals will be charged £3.05 per day.  

From September 2026, eligibility to Free School Meals will be extended to all children where a 

parent is in receipt of Universal Credit. This is opposed to the current rules, where a parent 

needs to be on Universal Credit and earning less than £7,400 per year to qualify. The 

Government would like for ALL parents to complete the form if you are not currently entitled to 

free school meals, including children in KS1 who are using the Universal free school meals. 

Benefits of being eligible for free school meals: 

• Free school lunches in KS2 

• Extra funding for schools to support your child 

• Supermarket voucher during half term (Council dependant)  

Please use this link to complete the online form to see if you are eligible - Free school meals 

If you need support with this, please speak to Miss Sims or Ms Fraser.  

 

 

Primary Admissions: 
The deadline for submitting Reception class applications for next September is open on 

12th September using this link: 

https://parent.bristol.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/parents/admissions Please speak to the 

school office if you need support in submitting a late application.  

Please spread the word about our school with your neighbours and friends! We have 

spaces in some classes if you know anyone who has moved into the area or looking for a 

new school. If you are able to put a flyer up in your window, please ask the school office 

for one. Anyone is able to call the office and organise a visit.  

 

 

 

https://parent.bristol.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/parents/travel-and-free-school-meals
https://parent.bristol.gov.uk/web/portal/pages/parents/admissions


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Messages from Mrs Kingston: 

Internet Outage: Unfortunately, we are continuing to experience a lack of internet 

access from our provider in Bristol City Council. As you are aware this is a city-wide issue 

and work is continuing behind the scenes to rectify this as soon as possible. I am so 

grateful to the teachers for their hard work in ensuring high quality teaching and learning 

continues across the curriculum. I am also very grateful to the children who have 

adapted so well. We are hoping we will be back online as soon as possible. Please 

continue to contact us through the Arbor app to send any messages or, in case of an 

emergency on the number 07384450567. You can send a text message or leave a 

voicemail if it is not answered. This line is checked regularly throughout the day. 

Safeguarding update: As a result of Benedict's Law, please make sure that any food 

brought into school does not contain any allergens such as nuts, sesame, etc. Please also 

ensure that your child has an in-date inhaler in school (reminders have been sent to 

parents whose child's inhaler is nearing the expiration date) and we are aware of all 

medical needs your child has. Please continue to check your child/ren's screen and 

device usage. Please make sure you have parental monitoring features activated and 

you know who they are talking to or playing with and watching online. Children under 

the age of 16 should not be using WhatsApp. 

School improvement and standards: Senior leaders have continued to conduct lesson 

observations, drop in sessions and book looks across the school during the last fortnight. It 

is very noticeable how ready to learn the children are. They are demonstrating active 

listening skills and we can really see them putting in a good level of effort in their work. 

Catholicity: If you would like your child to make their First Reconciliation and First Holy 

Communion in May next year, please give their name to the Office to add to the list. Mrs 

Kington will be leading the preparation in St Gerald Majella’s Parish. Classes will start in 

January. 

 Sustainability: We are constantly looking for ways to be more sustainable and to give the 

children opportunities to be part of the natural world. If you have any ideas or 

experience of this, please get in touch with your child’s class teacher to share good 

practice. 

Payments: Please ensure you are up to date with any school lunch, breakfast club or 

after school club payments on the Arbor app. 

Parental engagement: Thank you for all your continued support. "Stay and play" sessions 

for Year1 continue every week as does "Stay and Read" for Years 2 to 6. Doors will open 

at 8:40am on Thursdays and the session ends at 9am.Please be sure to check Class dojo, 

Tapestry and Arbor for any messages regarding awards for Celebration Assembly on 

Monday. Teachers have sent our requests for volunteers for trips. Please check Class Dojo 

and sign up to help if you can. Thank you to all those who attended the Y6 Assembly this 

morning - conducted without the internet! 

 



 



 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates: 

Term 1 

Tuesday 6th October Year 4 to Bristol Water water plant 

Thursday 8th October Reception owl visit 

Friday 9th October St Francis celebration day  

Thursday 15th October Individual photos taken AM 

Monday 19th October Start of safety week 

Tuesday 20th October Parents evening 5-6.30pm 

Wednesday 21st October Parents evening 3.30-5.15pm 

Friday 23rd October End of term 1 

Safety week assembly 
 

Term 2 

Monday 2nd November Inset day - no school 

Tuesday 3rd November Start of term 2 

Thursday 5th November Year 2 Fire Station visit  

Tuesday 10th November Year 4 trip to Museum 

The Chaplains trip to get commissioned 

and the Cathedral AM 

Friday 13th November Year 4 class assembly 

Year 1 trip to the Matthew 

Thursday 19th November Year 3 trip to Cheddar Caves 

Friday 20th November Year 1 class assembly 

Thursday 26th November Years 3 and 4 forest trip 

Friday 27th November Year 3 class assembly  
 

Term dates for the academic year: 

Inset days Thursday 3rd September 2026, Friday 4th 

September 2026, Monday 2nd November 

2026, Monday 4th January 2027 and Friday 

28th May 2027. 

Term 1 Thursday 3rd September – Friday 23rd October 

Term 2 Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th 

December 

Term 3 Monday 4th January – Friday 12th February  

Term 4 Monday 22nd February – Thursday 25th march  

Term 5 Monday 12th April – Friday 28th May 

Term 6  Monday 7th June – Friday 23rd July 
 

 



 

Attendance update: 

Throughout this academic year, Mrs Kingston and Miss Sims will be working with parents to 

improve attendance and support any families who need it. Please speak to Miss Sims if you 

would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any worries you may have.  

if you need to request a leave form, please speak to Miss Sims and she will support with this. All 

parents need to do this in advance of the leave and need to give as much detail as possible 

so we can code the absence correctly. If you have 10 sessions (5 day) of unauthorised leave 

within a 10-week period, you will receive a penalty notice. Please see the following page on 

the new law for attendance.  

We would like to remind parents that children are expected to attend school each day unless 

they are too unwell.  Please use this link from the NHS: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/. Also, there are times when children will be absent from school for an 

exceptional circumstance. Parents need to inform the school prior to the absence and 

complete a leave of absence form which is available at the school office and on the school 

website. Please remember to phone the school office if your child is going to be absent, do 

not use Class Dojo. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you and then may also make a 

home visit if we are unable to contact you.  

Thank you to those who arrive on time. Remember, children can go straight to class from 

8:45am or attend breakfast club from 8am if necessary. If we receive pupil premium funding 

for your child then breakfast club is free. If your child is constantly late to school this can 

affect their self-esteem and they could be missing out on valuable reading, phonics or Maths 

activities and interventions. When your child is absent from school, please ensure you have 

contacted the school office rather than teachers or Mrs Kingston. If your child is later than 

9.30am this is classed as an absence and will be unauthorised. Please see the next page for 

some more information on unauthorised absences. 

 

 

 

Class Yearly Attendance This week’s 

attendance 

Late sessions this week 

Reception 98.25% 96.67% 2 

Year 1 93.22% 89.33% 9 

Year 2 91.38% 92.5% 1 

Year 3 97.91% 97.78% 6 

Year 4 98.46% 100% 3 

Year 5 93.21% 93.21% 14 

Year 6 96.19% 97.38% 3 

The Hub 94.5% 96.0% 0 

Total 95.16% 95.15% 38 

 

 

As Year 4 have got the highest attendance with 100% they will 

receive a class party next Friday. Well done Year 4!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
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