Holy Cross RC Primary School
Newsletter — 22/05/2026

This week:

Year 3 had a wonderful day visiting Arnos Vale Cemetery. We looked for signs of diversity

throughout the grounds of Arnos Vale and used magnifying glasses, mirrors and trowels to search for
insects and other living creatures.




This week:

What a wonderful day Year 2 had at Noah's Ark Zoo Farm. We looked at the animals then
in an African workshop, we touched a tortoise, a snake and an African snail. After lunch we
had so much fun in the soft plav. What amazina memories were made.




This week:
What a fun week year 4 have had! We got to play football at Ashton Gate stadium and
perform our amazing assembly all about Ancient Egypt!
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From term 6, Year 5 will be trialling a new spelling scheme. This scheme will be taught daily and
therefore will remove the need for weekly spelling tests and words being sent home regularly. This
will allow time for children to practice common exception word or year group words at home.
They will also be trying out a new system for homework where dojos can be earned and children
will have some choice in which tasks they complete.

We will update you if any of these changes are fully implemented.

Safequarding:

Safeguarding Reminder for Half Term
Safeguarding Reminder for Half Term

As we head into the half term break, we would like to remind families of a few important safeguarding
messages.

Stay Safe in the Sun

With the weather forecast showing a heatwave during the holiday, please help keep children safe in the
sun. We encourage all children to wear sunhats, apply sunscreen regularly, and drink plenty of water
throughout the day to stay hydrated and protected from the heat.

Online Safety and Device Monitoring

Children are likely to spend more time on electronic devices during the break. Please ensure you
continue to monitor your child’s online activity, including the games they play, apps they use, and the
content they engage with. Regular conversations about online safety and appropriate use of technology
are important in helping children stay safe online.

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our children safe both in the community and online.




School improvement and standards:
We have recently had a visit from the local authority to monitor standards in teaching and

learning in Maths across the school. The feedback was very positive.

Some highlights are:

Pupils expressed that they enjoy Mathematics. Their books showed progress over time, pride in
presentation, and good levels of productivity.

Teaching is consistent with high evidence of clear small-step progression. There is effective use of
manipulatives to secure understanding. There is strong inclusive practice, particularly for SEND
and EAL learners.

All classrooms displayed calm, purposeful learning environments with positive behaviour for
learning.

Of course, there are also areas where we can continue to improve and the focus in Maths for
the remainder of this academic year will be to continue to develop oracy in maths, ensuring
pupils arficulate reasoning with

precision.

Thank you to all staff for their dedication to the children’s progress and attainment in Maths and
especially to Miss Ormsby for her leadership in Maths across the school.

Our next subject focus will be Science and | will update you on that review as soon as it is
completed and checked.

Catholicity:
Last Sunday, children from our school made the sacrament of First Reconciliation at St Gerald

Maijella Church.

It was a wonderfully uplifting experience for them and we were so proud of how sensible,
thoughtful and respectful they were.

Preparation for Frist Holy Communion continues and we look forward to a marvellous celebration
in June.

Please continue to pray for the children and their families during this special fime.

Sustainability:

We are constantly looking for ways to be more sustainable and to give the children opportunities
to be part of the natural world.

If you have any ideas or experience of this, please get in fouch with your child’s class teacher to
share good practice.

We will be thinking especially about not wasting food and energy this term.

The school day:

School finishes at 3:10 at EYFS and KS1 and 3:15pm at KS2.

Please ensure you collect your child on fime or make arrangements for them to attend after
school club.

We are very aware that children can become very distressed if they are the last to be collected
and even waiting 5 minutes can feel like a really long time in a child’s mind.

You may have noticed that the school office is not always open after school.

If you would like to collect your child before the first session of after school club has finished
(4:15pm), and there is no answer on the gate buzzer, please ring the school office and press
opftion 2 for after school club.

School lunches:
Please ensure you are up fo date with any school lunch payments on the Arbor app.
We do not recommend going more than a week without settling the bill.




Admissions:

The deadline for submitting Reception class applications for next September is closed.
Please speak to Miss Sims if you need support in submitting a late application.

Please spread the word about our school with your neighbours and friends! We have
spaces in some classes if you know anyone who has moved into the area or looking for a
new school. If you are able to put a flyer up in your window, please ask Miss Sims for one.

Anyone is able to call the office and organise a visit.

Holy Cross RC Primary School

At Holy Cross everyone is warmly welcome

Be part of our small, diverse, nurturing school with lots of outdoor space where the
focus is on safe, happy children who are valued and make good progress.

If you are still deciding on the best school for

your family, please visit Holy Cross RC Primary

Rated Good by Ofsted

Wrap-around care from 8.00am - 5.30pm

To see more of the school please visit www.holycross.bristol.sch.uk

i

Please contact the school office
for more information on
0117 377 2199
email: holycrossp@bristol-schools.uk

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 -

Term Dates:

Inset days (no school):

Wednesday 22nd July

Term &: Monday 20t April — Friday 22nd May (Bank
holiday on Monday 4th May)
Term 6: Monday 1st June — Wednesday 22nd July

Term dates 2026 - 2027

Inset days Thursday 3rd September 2026, Friday 4th
September 2026, Monday 2nd November 2026,
Monday 4th January 2027 and Friday 28" May
2027.

Term 1 Thursday 39 September — Friday 23 October

Term 2 Monday 2nd November — Friday 18t December

Term 3 Monday 4th January — Friday 12t February

Term 4 Monday 22nd February — Thursday 25t march

Term 5 Monday 12t April — Friday 28" May

Term 6 Monday 7t June — Friday 23rd July




Attendance update:

Throughout this academic year, Mrs Kingston and Miss Sims will be working with parents to
improve attendance and support any families who need it. Please speak to Miss Sims if you
would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any worries you may have.

if you need to request a leave form, please speak to Miss Sims and she will support with this. All
parents need to do this in advance of the leave and need to give as much detail as possible
so we can code the absence correctly. If you have 10 sessions (5 day) of unauthorised leave
within a 10-week period, you will receive a penalty notice. Please see the following page on
the new law for attendance.

We would like to remind parents that children are expected to attend school each day unless
they are too unwell. Please use this link from the NHS: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-
too-ill-for-school/. Also, there are times when children will be absent from school for an
exceptional circumstance. Parents need to inform the school prior to the absence and
complete a leave of absence form which is available at the school office and on the school
website. Please remember to phone the school office if your child is going to be absent, do
not use Class Dojo. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you and then may also make a
home visit if we are unable to contact you.

Thank you to those who arrive on time. Remember, children can go straight to class from
8:45am or attend breakfast club from 8am if necessary. If we receive pupil premium funding
for your child then breakfast club is free. If your child is constantly late to school this can
affect their self-esteem and they could be missing out on valuable reading, phonics or Maths
activities and interventions. When your child is absent from school, please ensure you have
contacted the school office rather than teachers or Mrs Kingston. If your child is later than
9.30am this is classed as an absence and will be unauthorised. Please see the next page for
some more information on unauthorised absences.

Class Yearly Atftendance This week's Late sessions this week
attendance

Reception 92.1% 87.6% 5

Year 1 91.5% 97.7% A4

Year 2 92.4% 93.0% 9

Year 3 93.9% 100% ]

Year 4 93.3% 93.6% %

Year 5 94.2% 95.7% 5

Year 6 93.6% 93.5% 12

Total 91.6% 92.3% 45

As Year 3 have got the highest attendance they will receive a non-
uniform day on Friday 5% June. Well done Year 3!



https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/

School Attendance: The law is changing =
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From 19th August 2024

Penalty Notice Fines for School Attendance are changing

The government is introducing a new National Framework for Penalty Notices

5 days of unauthorised absence

Penalty Motice fines may be Issued for amy term-time
absences that are unauthorsed (for example, a S-day term-
time holiday) - whether these absences are taken
consecutively or cumulatively over a rolling period of 10
school weeks

10 sessions of unauthorised absence in any 10-week
period
Penalty Notice fines will also be considered when there have
been 10 sesshons of unauthorised absence in amy rolling
perod of 10 school weeks

A school day has 2 sessions:
1 morning and 1 afternoon session per day

A school week means any week In which there Is at least one
school session. The threshold can be met with any
combination of unauwthorised absence (eg & sessions of
holiday plus 4 sessions of arriving late after the register closes
all within 10 school weeks). These sassions can be consecutive
[e.g. 10 sesshons of hollday in one week) or not (eg. 6 sessions
of unauthorised absence taken In 1 week and 1 per week for
the nest 4 weeks). The pericd of 10 school weeks can also
span different terms or school years (e.g. 2 sessions of
unauthorised absence in the Summer Term and a further 8
within the Auturnn Term).

First Dffence

The first time a Penalty Notice is Issued for a Term-Time

Leawe of Absence or lrregular attendance, the amount will
be:

£160 per parent, per child [if pakd within 28 days)
Reduced to: EBO per parent, per child if paid within 21 days

Second Offence (in a 3-year rolling period)

The second time a Penalty Notice ks Issued for a Term-Time
Leave of Absence or irregular attendance to the same parent
for the same child the amount will be:

E180 per parent, per child {if pald within 28 days)

There Is no reduction in the amount.

What is a Penalty Motice?

A Penalty Notice 5 an out of court settlement which is
Intended to change behaviour without the need for criminal
prosecution. if repeated penalty notices are being issued and
they are not working to change behaviour they are unlikely to
be most appropriate tool. Therefore, from August 2024, only
2 Penalty Motlces can be Issued to the same parent in respect
of the same child within a 3-year relling period and any second
Penalty Motice within that period ks charged at a higher rate.
Any further offences may result in criminal proseoution.

The law will be clear that where a Penalty Motice threshold (s
met — in each Individual case, the school must consider if a
Penalty Motice ks appropriate

Third Offence or Any Further Offences
in a 3-year rolli eriod
The third time an offence |5 committed for a Term-Time
Leave of Absence or Irregular attendance by the same parent
for the same child (including those by other Local

Authorities) a Penalty Motice will NOT be lssued but will be

referred to Bristol ity Coundl's Education Welfare service
for Prosecutlon which may result in fines of upto £2,500 per

parent, per child.

Caszes found gullty in a Magistrate's Court can show on a
parent’s future DBS certificate.

Bristol City Council have the discretion to ssue Penalty
Notice fines before the above threshold is met in cases
where parents are deliberately avobding the national
threshald by taking several term time holidays below the
threshold, or for repeated absences for birthdays or other
family events.

Unchanged

Penalty Notice fines are lssued Per Parent, Per child. This

rmeans that fines are ssued to each parent, for each child

wiho Is absent. For example: If 2 siblings are absent for a

term-time holiday this will result in each parent recelving 2
separate fines.




Important Dates:

Term 5
Monday 4th May Bank Holiday Monday
Wednesday éth May Y5 The Matthews Trip
Wednesday éth May Bristol Parent carers Coffee morning 9:00-10:00
Wednesday éth May Coffee Morning with Bristol Parent Carers
Thursday 7th May Y4 We The Curious Trip
Friday 8 May VE Day
Friday 8t May Y5 assembly
Friday 8 May PTFA Bingo
Week commencing 11th May SATS week and World Mental Health Awareness Week
Monday 11th May Y1&2 Summer Sing Bristol Beacon
Thursday 14th May Ascension Thursday Mass
Week commencing 11th May Walk to School Week
Tuesday 19th May Y3 Arnos Vale trip
Thursday 215t May World Day for Cultural Diversity
Thursday 21st May Reception extended stay and play 9-10am
Friday 22nd May Y4 assembly
Friday 22nd May PTFA Bake Sale 15:15
Friday 22nd May END OF TERM 5
Term 6
Monday 1st June Start of Term 6
Wednesday 10" June Y5 trip to Bristol Museum
Friday 12th June Y4 trip to Bristol Museum
Year 2 class assembly
Monday 15t June Yé6 camp
Wednesday 17th June Y6 back from camp
Arbor:

All parents have been sent an email to sign up for Arbor. It is essential that all parents have
the app as this is how we will be sending out messages, booking clubs and paying for trips
etc. If you do not have the app you will not receive the messages. If you need support with
downloading it please speak to Mrs Fraser.




Redcliffe Community Day

Session 1 - Monday 11" May at Monday Youth Group at
Faithspace 3.30-5.30pm

Session 2 - Monday 18™ May at Monday Youth Group at
Faithspace 3.30-5.30pm

Session 3 - Friday 22nd May at Redcliffe Hub from 2.30-
4.00pm

Over 8's can attend independently, Under 8's are welcome
but must be accompanied by a parent/carer. Please contact
Katie for further details: 07359239499




Quartet CrimeStoppers.
Community 0800555111

Foundation 100% anceyerou, Always

Ciear Parents and Carers,

You are warmly invited to an anline event intreducing Safer Together, a film and conversation resource
created with young people, designed to help families and communities talk about the realities and

risks of knife crime, and how to move from these concerns towards hope and change.

About Safer Together:
Young people have come together through creativity and film to share their feelings, fears and hopes.
The Safer Together film is a powerful piece created with young people, for young people, and aims to

open up honest, infermed conversations at heme and in the community.

Parent / Carer Session Details
=% Thursday 21st May
_ Online - 12:00-13:00

¢ Open to parents, carers and guardians of young people

This supportive and informative session will:
+« Introduce the film and accompanying conversation resource
« Dffer ideas for how to speak with your child about knife crirme in a trauma-informed way

« Signpost helpful organisations such as CrimeStoppers and Fearless

If you weould like to attend the online CPD event, click here for the zoom link.
Meeting ID 818 9669 1482

The session will be recorded and available to watch from our Unigue Voice website shortly after this

date.

Website: uniquevoice.org

With thanks,

Unique Voice

Company no. 07418182
St Bonaventure's Business Centre, Friary Road, Bristel, B57 84F




ANNOUNCEMENTS

Thank you to
everyone who attended
the Kingston Road
street party as well as
our bingo event.

Together, the events
raised

£158.34

for our school
community.
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FUTURE
< EVENTS ¢

0 ~ Summer Fayre

" Friday July 3rd
U 15:15-17:30

Needed: Class PTFA Reps

The PTFA is hoping to recruit two
representatives from each class

to help us put on fundraising events
for our school.

The time commitment is very minimal,
especially with many hands on deck.

In particular, we are in need of
reps for Reception and Year 1.

Please contact us at the email below ;
if you are interested. Thank you!

ptfa@holycross.bristol.sch.uk
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Mental Health Partnership
MHS Trust

Mental Health Support Team

Mental Health Support Teams (MHSTs) were established to support
schools, helping them develop ways to look after the mental health
and wellbeing of children and young people (CYP) as well as the
wider school community including school staff and parents/carers.

The MHST are now delivering online sessions which are free to sign
up to. Please scan the QR code below to register for our next webinar.

Online Parent/Carer Sessions

An Introduction to Anxiety

What is it? This session covers:

To sign up, please

i + What anxiety is, when it is useful, when it becomes
complete a registration 4

unhelpful, and what keeps anxiety going.

form here:
- = Our body's response to anxiety focusing on our
f "j thoughts, feelings, physical sensations and
v oy

behaviours.

MHST Online Session » Providing strategies for managing and overcoming

anxiety
E E‘E#ﬁ b f, L #0) Who is it for? Helpful for parents and carers whose
- ‘:'iﬁ,_i‘%‘g children may be struggling with mild anxiety.
T
Ead B
ﬂp{,&lﬁ%f:f‘- When are they? Sessions will be run at 12pm-1pm
E o L iy, every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.

New topics and dates will be released regularly.

The MHST is a partnership between Off the Record (OTR) and CAMHS.
We are working with selected education settings across Bristol, Morth
Somerset and South Glos. To find out where we work, check out our
webpage:

MHST

www.otrbristol.org.ukiwhat-we-do/mhst/ Tools to thrive




GET YOUR CHILD
INTO SWIMMING

3 MONTHS FREE

Everyone Active is pleased to be working in
partnership with your school to help more
children build confidence in the water.

Why Learn To Swim with Everyone Active?

v Expert, qualified Swim Teachers
v Lessons available 7 days a week
v Structured lessons for all abilities

v A safe, supportive environment
for children

Simply scan the QR code and
complete the form to enter.

One winner will be selected at random
at the end of the promotional period.

*Terms apply.

everyoneactive.com everyone ACTIVE

* www kidsstufflristol.org.uk

We kelieve that raising a family shouldn't cost the earth, so we
have created kids stuff.
‘Pre-loved children’s items at great prices’

Quality pre-loved clothes from birth to 10yrs, school
uniform & shoes, books & toys, fancy dress & coats,
puzzles, games, loads of baby items & much more...

“Such a fab community spirit! lovely people, with
a great range and prices. Thank you!”

See our Socials for more info regarding Saturday
openings

Kids Stuff Bristol British Road, Bedminster, BS33BW



"toudly sponsere

UNLOCK INFINITE LEARNING SPACES'

ONLY 10-12

TURN SCREEN TIME “6<2
INTO SMART SKILLS &

CODING & ROBOTICS CLUB

Fun, hands-on classes where kids
build games, create robots,
and develop real-world skills.

TC CODE.PI() LIMITED

SUNDAYS 2 -3 PM
Windmill Hill City Farm

LU 9 Philip St, Bedminster,
=

BUILD & CREATE  LEARN CODING ' THINK & SOLVE ~ ROBOTICS FUN @ 1 4 @ 3 5
Build games,  Learn coding ina Improve Boost creativity £ £

animations&  fun, beginner-  problem-solving & confidence PER CLASS PER MONTH
interactive friendly way & logical through - th
T thinking | technokogy GREAT VALUE FOR Session 1 - Monday 11" May at Monday Youth Group at

10 WEEKS OF LEARNING & FUN! Faithspace 3.30-5.30pm

EXPERIENCED INSTRUCTORS | DBS CHECKED | SMALL GROUP SIZES

A safe, supportive and inspiring environment for every child.

Session 2 - Monday 18" May at Monday Youth Group at

Faithspace 3.30-5.30pm
BOOK YOUR TRIAL CLASS TODAY!

A/

£‘|4 © Hands-on projects they enjoy Session 3 - Friday 22nd May at Redcliffe Hub from 2.30-

71 © Real skils for the future 4.00pm e —
BOOKNOW © Encourages creativity & curiosity

: . 7 © Builds confidence & resilience . O . o
Code.p,.com/bookyoumm Over 8's can attend independently, Under 8's are welcome

Y WHY KIDS LOVE OUR CLASSES

but must be accompanied by a parent/carer. Please contact
Katie for further details: 07359239499

B info@code-pi.com (© 07827022503 @ code-picom

2 KINGSTON ROADS=S
STREET) DIRTY®

HOSTED By THE CORONATION

18 DEAN LN, SOUTHVILLE, BRISTOL BS3 10D

- LINE UP -

12-2pm
(kids eatectaiament)
2pm
(90/00 pop mostalgia)
Iripren.
(lotin fusion)
Apm) d
(Americana, Jazz. Folk) Use Co
(17t show)
e (s0viipop)
S
(2ndshow)

spm
(all female funk/rock/pop)

9pm
(Kate Bush meets Jimi Hendrin)

10pm-11.350pm
feat. D) Defdpegirus

el

J3RD. MY
FO0D AND!DRINKS SERVED ALL DAY

VECAN AN NON VECAN OPTIONS AVAILABLE

Help fund the
ennval Klag/l'pa
toad commuaity

-]
street partyl -
b

HOLIDAY CLUBS

@Bﬂ and
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Redcliffe

Commumty
Festival

Sat 23 May | 1-5pm &

Prewett St and Churchyard
- Everyone welcome -

e,

Shared ‘ Boun
Food 74

Procession ‘
; Castle

Henna

Play,

Our drama club helps children
to find their own voices and
develop creativity, make
friends & grow in confidence
in a safe and fun environment.

DETAILS:
Southville Centre

Mondays 4-Spm
(term time)

Ages 4-11 years

= PLAY. * CREATE.

Actm Out

D R .

Create Characters & Make Movies Together

[Nl cuan Ecology ™

zine making workshops !
for ages 9-13

Participants will Saturdays 10am-12pm
explore wildlife, 23rd. 30th Ma
culture and the . Y

6th, 13th 20th June

natural world
through story
and craft.

At Windmill Hill City Farm

K- x
Hosted by biologist Cathy Beedic

Featuring photography and
insights from award-winning

Cuban photographer
Jose Alberto wphotonaturatours
q‘v:

£95 for the full 5 weeks
£20 for individual sessions

‘no

Our Sessions Include: {
, * % games %{
v % vocal work

¥ imagination

¥ storytelling o3
% improvisation o
¥ lots and lots of fun!

@ contacr:
07956 962422

enquiries@
actingoutdrama.com




EE ~ Crafts 10:00-13:00
Does your child love
making new friends?

The award-winning makers of The Dog House
are casting for a brand-new BBC series about friendship.

Shop-play-cafe open as usual 9:30-2:30

We are looking for children aged 5 to 8 from Bristol, Bath & North
East Somerset, Wiltshire & South Gloucestershire who are sociable
and enjoy making new friends.

If your child is interested (with no pressure to take part)
please apply at:

makingfriends.tv

Garden Pch'
1-2

2,

‘

2pm - 4pm: Football with a local coach
4pm - 5pm: Hot meal served in our Outdoor Kitchen

for more info and to book on. 10:00AM - 12:00PM

X ¢ -‘!

2 Quartet
Funded by: Community 1 UNI
Foundation 1ON

(families can join in too!) » ‘ e
Froamdopentod\lldrens-ﬁyearsold ~
2k TUESDAY 26TH MAY e
o S, —

A ki ki kB Mk a e s sk s



SONGIREAIS

MUSIC ClUB
MAY HALF TERM

Two days of music
activities to
inspire Bristol's
budding |
musicians

“Highlight of the school holidays!"

Qam-3pm Tue 26th Wed 27th May 2026
Beacon Music Centre

35 Stanton Rd, Bristol, BSIO 55J

o - £40 per day, bursary spaces available.
Contact sam@songtreats.com for more information.

=154
. Feps
Sigu up af sougtreafs.com or scan the QR code: jZE 3«

v
In partwuership with Bristol Beacou & Earthsowg Foundation. < +;_.i;%
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