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This week: 
Year 3 had a wonderful day visiting Arnos Vale Cemetery. We looked for signs of diversity 

throughout the grounds of Arnos Vale and used magnifying glasses, mirrors and trowels to search for 

insects and other living creatures.  

 



     

 

         

This week: 

What a wonderful day Year 2 had at Noah’s Ark Zoo Farm. We looked at the animals then 

in an African workshop, we touched a tortoise, a snake and an African snail. After lunch we 

had so much fun in the soft play. What amazing memories were made.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

This week: 
What a fun week year 4 have had! We got to play football at Ashton Gate stadium and 

perform our amazing assembly all about Ancient Egypt!  
 



 

 

  

  

 

      

 

 

 

 

From term 6, Year 5 will be trialling a new spelling scheme. This scheme will be taught daily and 

therefore will remove the need for weekly spelling tests and words being sent home regularly. This 

will allow time for children to practice common exception word or year group words at home.   

They will also be trying out a new system for homework where dojos can be earned and children 

will have some choice in which tasks they complete.   

We will update you if any of these changes are fully implemented.  
 

Safeguarding:  

Safeguarding Reminder for Half Term 

Safeguarding Reminder for Half Term 

As we head into the half term break, we would like to remind families of a few important safeguarding 

messages. 

Stay Safe in the Sun 

With the weather forecast showing a heatwave during the holiday, please help keep children safe in the 

sun. We encourage all children to wear sunhats, apply sunscreen regularly, and drink plenty of water 

throughout the day to stay hydrated and protected from the heat. 

Online Safety and Device Monitoring 

Children are likely to spend more time on electronic devices during the break. Please ensure you 

continue to monitor your child’s online activity, including the games they play, apps they use, and the 

content they engage with. Regular conversations about online safety and appropriate use of technology 

are important in helping children stay safe online. 

Thank you for your continued support in keeping our children safe both in the community and online. 

 

 

 



 

 

School improvement and standards: 

We have recently had a visit from the local authority to monitor standards in teaching and 

learning in Maths across the school. The feedback was very positive. 

Some highlights are: 

Pupils expressed that they enjoy Mathematics. Their books showed progress over time, pride in 

presentation, and good levels of productivity. 

Teaching is consistent with high evidence of clear small-step progression. There is effective use of 

manipulatives to secure understanding. There is strong inclusive practice, particularly for SEND 

and EAL learners. 

All classrooms displayed calm, purposeful learning environments with positive behaviour for 

learning. 

Of course, there are also areas where we can continue to improve and the focus in Maths for 

the remainder of this academic year will be to continue to develop oracy in maths, ensuring 

pupils articulate reasoning with 

precision. 

Thank you to all staff for their dedication to the children’s progress and attainment in Maths and 

especially to Miss Ormsby for her leadership in Maths across the school. 

Our next subject focus will be Science and I will update you on that review as soon as it is 

completed and checked. 

 

Catholicity: 

Last Sunday, children from our school made the sacrament of First Reconciliation at St Gerald 

Majella Church. 

It was a wonderfully uplifting experience for them and we were so proud of how sensible, 

thoughtful and respectful they were. 

Preparation for Frist Holy Communion continues and we look forward to a marvellous celebration 

in June. 

Please continue to pray for the children and their families during this special time. 

  

Sustainability: 

We are constantly looking for ways to be more sustainable and to give the children opportunities 

to be part of the natural world. 

If you have any ideas or experience of this, please get in touch with your child’s class teacher to 

share good practice. 

We will be thinking especially about not wasting food and energy this term. 

  

The school day: 

School finishes at 3:10 at EYFS and KS1 and 3:15pm at KS2. 

Please ensure you collect your child on time or make arrangements for them to attend after 

school club. 

We are very aware that children can become very distressed if they are the last to be collected 

and even waiting 5 minutes can feel like a really long time in a child’s mind. 

You may have noticed that the school office is not always open after school. 

If you would like to collect your child before the first session of after school club has finished 

(4:15pm), and there is no answer on the gate buzzer, please ring the school office and press 

option 2 for after school club. 

 

School lunches: 

Please ensure you are up to date with any school lunch payments on the Arbor app. 

We do not recommend going more than a week without settling the bill.                  
 



 

 

 

 

Admissions: 
The deadline for submitting Reception class applications for next September is closed. 

Please speak to Miss Sims if you need support in submitting a late application.  

Please spread the word about our school with your neighbours and friends! We have 

spaces in some classes if you know anyone who has moved into the area or looking for a 

new school. If you are able to put a flyer up in your window, please ask Miss Sims for one. 

Anyone is able to call the office and organise a visit.  

 

 

 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 -  

Term Dates: 
Inset days (no school): 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Term 5: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May (Bank 

holiday on Monday 4th May) 

Term 6: Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 

 

Term dates 2026 – 2027 

Inset days Thursday 3rd September 2026, Friday 4th 

September 2026, Monday 2nd November 2026, 

Monday 4th January 2027 and Friday 28th May 

2027. 

Term 1 Thursday 3rd September – Friday 23rd October 

Term 2 Monday 2nd November – Friday 18th December 

Term 3 Monday 4th January – Friday 12th February  

Term 4 Monday 22nd February – Thursday 25th march  

Term 5 Monday 12th April – Friday 28th May 

Term 6  Monday 7th June – Friday 23rd July 
 



 

Attendance update: 

Throughout this academic year, Mrs Kingston and Miss Sims will be working with parents to 

improve attendance and support any families who need it. Please speak to Miss Sims if you 

would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any worries you may have.  

if you need to request a leave form, please speak to Miss Sims and she will support with this. All 

parents need to do this in advance of the leave and need to give as much detail as possible 

so we can code the absence correctly. If you have 10 sessions (5 day) of unauthorised leave 

within a 10-week period, you will receive a penalty notice. Please see the following page on 

the new law for attendance.  

We would like to remind parents that children are expected to attend school each day unless 

they are too unwell.  Please use this link from the NHS: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/. Also, there are times when children will be absent from school for an 

exceptional circumstance. Parents need to inform the school prior to the absence and 

complete a leave of absence form which is available at the school office and on the school 

website. Please remember to phone the school office if your child is going to be absent, do 

not use Class Dojo. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you and then may also make a 

home visit if we are unable to contact you.  

Thank you to those who arrive on time. Remember, children can go straight to class from 

8:45am or attend breakfast club from 8am if necessary. If we receive pupil premium funding 

for your child then breakfast club is free. If your child is constantly late to school this can 

affect their self-esteem and they could be missing out on valuable reading, phonics or Maths 

activities and interventions. When your child is absent from school, please ensure you have 

contacted the school office rather than teachers or Mrs Kingston. If your child is later than 

9.30am this is classed as an absence and will be unauthorised. Please see the next page for 

some more information on unauthorised absences. 

 

 

Class Yearly Attendance This week’s 

attendance 

Late sessions this week 

Reception 92.1% 87.6% 5 

Year 1 91.5% 97.7% 4 

Year 2 92.4% 93.0% 9 

Year 3 93.9% 100% 1 

Year 4 93.3% 93.6% 9 

Year 5 94.2% 95.7% 5 

Year 6 93.6% 93.5% 12 

Total 91.6% 92.3% 45 

 

 

As Year 3 have got the highest attendance they will receive a non-

uniform day on Friday 5th June. Well done Year 3! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Important Dates:  

 

Term 5 

Monday 4th May Bank Holiday Monday 

Wednesday 6th May Y5 The Matthews Trip 

Wednesday 6th May Bristol Parent carers Coffee morning 9:00-10:00 

Wednesday 6th May Coffee Morning with Bristol Parent Carers 

Thursday 7th May Y4 We The Curious Trip 

Friday 8th May VE Day 

Friday 8th May Y5 assembly 

Friday 8th May PTFA Bingo 

Week commencing 11th May SATS week and World Mental Health Awareness Week  

Monday 11th May  Y1&2 Summer Sing Bristol Beacon 

Thursday 14th May  Ascension Thursday Mass 

Week commencing 11th May Walk to School Week 

Tuesday 19th May Y3 Arnos Vale trip 

Thursday 21st May World Day for Cultural Diversity 

Thursday 21st May Reception extended stay and play 9-10am 

Friday 22nd May Y4 assembly 

Friday 22nd May PTFA Bake Sale 15:15 

  

Friday 22nd May END OF TERM 5 

 

Term 6 

Monday 1st June Start of Term 6 

Wednesday 10th June Y5 trip to Bristol Museum 

Friday 12th June Y4 trip to Bristol Museum 

Year 2 class assembly  

Monday 15th June Y6 camp 

Wednesday 17th June Y6 back from camp 

 

 

Arbor: 

All parents have been sent an email to sign up for Arbor. It is essential that all parents have 

the app as this is how we will be sending out messages, booking clubs and paying for trips 

etc. If you do not have the app you will not receive the messages. If you need support with 

downloading it please speak to Mrs Fraser.  
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