
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School 

Governor’s Newsletter 

Term 2, December 2016 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, welcome to the first Governor’s Newsletter of this school year. 

I would like to extend a warm welcome to all our new families joining the school, be that 

in the reception class or elsewhere. 

The first two terms seem to have flown by once again, the Children, Staff and Governors 

have all been very busy.  We started the year off with a celebration BBQ to commemorate 

the School’s 50th Birthday, as ever the 

bouncy castle proved a popular attraction 

with the children.  The celebration was an 

excellent opportunity for new parents to 

get to known others in our school 

community. 

The children have enjoyed some great 

extra-curricular activities over the two 

terms including several sporting events 

such as tag rugby, athletics and 

gymnastics.   

There have also been trips to Bristol Temple Meads 

Station, the Bristol Museum, Clifton Cathedral and 

St Brendan’s 6th Form.  On other occasions the 

children have benefited from visitors coming to the 

school including some great science themed 

learning from the Explorer Dome. Last week the 

children had a fantastic time when the Pantomime 

came to school.                                             

Leadership 

It is pleasing to note that we started this new school 

year in a strong leadership position with both Mrs 

Kingston and Mrs James formally taking up the 

positions they had been undertaking since last year.  

Securing stable leadership for the school was one of 

our Ofsted priorities and will help drive and support 

continuous improvement at the school. 

As I noted in a previous Newsletter; Mr Condon, Head Teacher at Christ the King 

Primary, has been supporting us in a leadership mentoring role alongside Mrs Kingston.  



Mr Condon’s role reflects the closer working that we are developing with Christ the King, 

another of the Catholic Primary schools in south Bristol. The two schools have continued 

to work closely on a number of issues during the first two terms of this year. 

PTFA Support 

The PTFA have had a very busy start to the year.  The celebration BBQ got the year off 

to a great start and last week’s disco was also a great success.  Thanks to all those parents 

and staff involved in organising and supporting PTFA events; including those who gave 

up they valuable weekend time to support the ‘work day’ back in October, the Governors 

and the children really do appreciate all the hard work you put in. 

Improvement Activities 

As part of our role as Governors we continue to monitor the performance and progress of 

the school on a regular basis.  Over the last two terms we have had 6 formal committee 

meetings and undertaken a number of other meetings and visits to the school. 

A follow up pupil premium review was undertaken this term.  The review was assessed 

progress against the findings of the previous review undertaken in early 2016.  The 

independent specialist reviewer was very impressed with the significant progress that has 

been made in the school.  

During September Ofsted published their report on the surveillance inspection 

undertaken at the end of the summer term 2016.  Governors were pleased that the report 

noted that school was judged to be taking effective action against the original Ofsted 

report. We expect to receive a further surveillance inspection in the next month or so. 

New Website  

I hope you have all taken the opportunity to view our new website.  The new format is 

easier for the school to maintain, keep up to date and has a more contemporary feel.  The 

schools mission and values can be found under the ‘About Us’ tab.  The mission and values 

reflect how we expect our whole school community to conduct themselves, including being 

a good citizen and having respect and tolerance for others.   

Thank you and have a peaceful Christmas break.   

 

Chris Fayers, Chair of Governors 

Vice Chair of Governors; Dawn Foley 

Governors; Angel Serjeant, Sonia McKenna, Julie Marsh, Asia Krzysiek, Emma 

Andrews 


