
 

    

              

 

 

     

Holy Cross RC Primary School 

Newsletter – 26/09/2025 

This week:  

Year 5 had a very exciting opportunity this week to work with some artists and members of the council 

in designing a new memorial for Dame Emily Park. We learnt all about how, during the Victorian 

period, Dean Lane Pit was used for mining and all about the terrible explosion where 10 children lost 

their lives. We had the opportunity to 'mine' for information before helping design the memorial. What 

an amazing way to learn about local history! 
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Year 6 have spent the week baking cakes for Macmillan coffee support. Today they decorated and sold the 

cakes to the community and have raised a fantastic £100, thank you all for your donations and support. We 

are so proud of Year 6 for their baking and selling skills.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

This morning Year 5 performed their class assembly all about the Victorians. They shared with us their 

learning about the significant changes that occurred during the era and in particular the impact of mining. 

They sang and performed beautifully.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Harvest Donations – Week Commencing 6th October 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

As part of our Harvest celebrations, we are inviting families to donate non-perishable food items during the 

week commencing Monday 6th October. Suggested donations include: 

• Biscuits 

• Breakfast cereals 

• Long-life milk 

Please do not send any fresh or chilled products, as we are unable to store them safely. 

All donations will be gratefully received and passed on to those in need within our local community. 

To mark the end of this special week, Year 2 will be leading our Harvest Assembly, sharing messages of 

thanks and the importance of giving. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Admissions: 
The deadline for submitting Reception class applications for next September is closed. 

Please speak to Miss Sims if you need support in submitting a late application.  

Please spread the word about our school with your neighbours and friends! We have 

spaces in some classes if you know anyone who has moved into the area or looking for a 

new school. If you are able to put a flyer up in your window, please ask Miss Sims for one. 

Anyone is able to call the office and organise a visit.  

 

 

 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 -  

Term Dates: 
Inset days (no school): 

Tuesday 2nd September 

Monday 3rd November 

Monday 5th January 

Monday 23rd February 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Term 1: Tuesday 2nd September – Friday 24th October  

Term 2: Monday 3rd November – Friday 19th December  

Term 3: Monday 5th January – Friday 13th February 

Term 4: Monday 23rd February – Thursday 2nd April 

Term 5: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May (Bank 

holiday on Monday 4th May) 

Term 6: Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 

 

 



 

Attendance update: 

Throughout this academic year, Mrs Kingston and Miss Sims will be working with parents to 

improve attendance and support any families who need it. Please speak to Miss Sims if you 

would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any worries you may have.  

if you need to request a leave form, please speak to Miss Sims and she will support with this. All 

parents need to do this in advance of the leave and need to give as much detail as possible 

so we can code the absence correctly. If you have 10 sessions (5 day) of unauthorised leave 

within a 10-week period, you will receive a penalty notice. Please see the following page on 

the new law for attendance.  

We would like to remind parents that children are expected to attend school each day unless 

they are too unwell.  Please use this link from the NHS: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/. Also, there are times when children will be absent from school for an 

exceptional circumstance. Parents need to inform the school prior to the absence and 

complete a leave of absence form which is available at the school office and on the school 

website. Please remember to phone the school office if your child is going to be absent, do 

not use Class Dojo. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you and then may also make a 

home visit if we are unable to contact you.  

Thank you to those who arrive on time. Remember, children can go straight to class from 

8:45am or attend breakfast club from 8am if necessary. If we receive pupil premium funding 

for your child then breakfast club is free. If your child is constantly late to school this can 

affect their self-esteem and they could be missing out on valuable reading, phonics or Maths 

activities and interventions. When your child is absent from school, please ensure you have 

contacted the school office rather than teachers or Mrs Kingston. If your child is later than 

9.30am this is classed as an absence and will be unauthorised. Please see the next page for 

some more information on unauthorised absences. 

 

 

Class Yearly Attendance This week’s 

attendance 

Late sessions this week 

Reception 89.5% 95.2% 3 

Year 1 90.9% 85.4% 4 

Year 2 95.2% 91.7% 6 

Year 3 90.5% 90.0% 9 

Year 4 90.6% 86.4% 9 

Year 5 90.7% 88.5% 9 

Year 6 95.1% 92.6% 6 

Total 95.4% 92.5% 46 

 

 

As Reception class have got the highest attendance they will 

receive a non-uniform day on Friday 3rd October. Well done 

Reception Class! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/
https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/


 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Important Dates:  

 

Term 1 

  

Monday 15th September Bike ability Level 2 (children who signed up) 

Tuesday 16th September AM – Bike ability level 2 (children who signed up) 

PM –Bike ability 1 (children who signed up) 

Year 6 swimming 

Sunday 21st September Arts Trail 

  

Friday 26th September Y5 class assembly 

Macmillan coffee afternoon 2:30-4:00 

  

Tuesday 30th September Year 1 Farm trip 

Year 6 swimming 

  

Wednesday 1st October Year 4 water plant visit  

Thursday 2nd October Year 2 suspension bridge and Avon gorge visit 

Friday 3rd October Year 6 class assembly 

   

Tuesday 7th October Y5 SS Great Britain Trip 

Wednesday 8th October KS1 drama workshop am 

Y5 and Y6 Old Vic trip 

Thursday 9th October Y6 children’s book show workshop 

Friday 10th October Y2 assembly  

  

Tuesday 14th October  Y6 Forensic theme day 

Thursday 16th October Individual photos 

Friday 17th October Y1 Assembly 

  

Tuesday 21st October Y3 WTC-Light workshop and planetarium 

Year 6 swimming 

Parents evening 

Wednesday 22nd October Parents evening 

  

  

Friday 24th October End of term 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arbor: 

All parents have been sent an email to sign up for Arbor. It is essential that all parents have 

the app as this is how we will be sending out messages, booking clubs and paying for trips 

etc. If you do not have the app you will not receive the messages. If you need support with 

downloading it please speak to Miss Sims.  



Term dates for next academic year: 

Term Dates: 
Inset days (no school): 

Tuesday 2nd September 

Monday 3rd November 

Monday 5th January 

Monday 23rd February 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Term 1: Tuesday 2nd September – Friday 24th 

October  

Term 2: Monday 3rd November – Friday 19th 

December  

Term 3: Monday 5th January – Friday 13th February 

Term 4: Monday 23rd February – Thursday 2nd April 

Term 5: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May (Bank 

holiday on Monday 4th May) 

Term 6: Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhoods 

The consultation on the proposals for South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhoods (SBLN) is now live. The survey closes 

on Thursday 30 October and can be accessed here. Bristol City Council are inviting parents to tell them what you 

think about new proposals.  

Liveable Neighbourhoods aim to make streets healthier, more accessible and more pleasant by: 

• putting people first – reducing traffic and lowering vehicle speeds to create safer, more welcoming and 

accessible streets. Vehicles would still be able to access all properties at any time, though some routes may 

change 

• prioritising health – improving air quality and allowing more people to choose physically active travel 

options, like walking and cycling, and be safe doing so 

• making better community spaces – designing calmer streets and greener areas where people can relax, 

children can play, and families feel safe travelling to school 

You can view the feedback from last year’s engagement in the SBLN Engagement Report. 

        

 

 

South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhoods: Have your say! 
  
Bristol City Council needs your help to design safer and quieter streets. If you live work, visit, study or play in the BS3 
area including Bedminster, Southville or Windmill Hill, have your say at: South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhoods 
consultation 2025 
  
BCC want to get as many people involved as possible to help design safer and quieter streets, encouraging walking, 
cycling and wheeling for shorter journeys, improving air quality, enhancing the public realm and green spaces, and 
improving access to local high streets. Potential changes could include measures to reduce traffic taking short cuts 
through residential streets and near schools, improved crossings to help connect neighbourhoods, planting more 
trees, providing more benches and community activity spaces and improving lighting. 
  
If you have any questions or concerns about the South Bristol Liveable Neighbourhood and how it could affect the 
area around the school, Bristol City Council officers will be running a flyering and drop-in session on Thursday 2 
October outside the school gates during afternoon pick up time from 3pm-4pm. 
  
 

 

 

https://www.bristol.gov.uk/SBLN?utm_source=stakeholders&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=sbln
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bristol.gov.uk%2FSBLN&data=05%7C02%7CArthur.Girling%40bristol.gov.uk%7C3d482b235593409822e008ddeba42db9%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C638925812548117609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4GlgtNhZaOO16OGdNKPu0xo6TcAsioB33SgYWhlygb4%3D&reserved=0


 

• Friday 24th October - After school book sale. 

• Friday 7th November - Bingo Night – Times to be 

confirmed. 

• Friday 5th December - Christmas Disco – Times to 

be confirmed. 

Food and refreshments will be available at all events. 

If you can volunteer at one of these events, we 

would be very grateful. Please contact 
ptfa@holycross.bristol.sch.uk  

Or leave your contact details at reception.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ptfa@holycross.bristol.sch.uk


 

 

 

 

 

  



   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


