
 

    

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy Cross RC Primary School 

Newsletter – 17/10/2025 

This week:  

On Thursday the whole of Key Stage 2 were lucky enough to see author and actor Ben 

Miller at the Cathedral. He explained his writing process and read a small extract of his 

current book. All the children were engaged and loved the fact he was in Paddington! 

This was a wonderful opportunity and one they will remember for a long time to come.  
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On Tuesday Year 6 changed the classroom for a forensic lab at We The curious. They became detectives 

and crime scene investigators using all their skills, tools and knowledge to solve the crime that had been 

committed. They were amazing working together and seeking justice for the victim. Well done Year 6!  

 

 

      
 

       

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
On Friday, Year 1 took the school to a magical land where old toys came to life. They explored the 
similarities and differences between old and new toys and how you can have so much fun with imagination! 
They introduced the school to Traction Man - a hero who shows you don't have to be big and tough to make 
a difference. They also told the school about learning how to look after God's creation. 

 

 

 

 

 
  

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Parent Governor Vacancy 

Would you like to be more involved in your child’s education?  If you would, why not consider becoming a 
School governor. There is currently a vacancy for a parent governor at this School. 

What do school governors do? 

Oversee the budget 

Help recruit staff 

Monitor the performance of the School, e.g. in examinations and key stage tests 

Advise on School policies and procedures 

Provide a vital means for parents and the community to get their views heard by the governing body as a 
whole 

Are you interested? 

If you are interested in becoming a parent governor but feel a little daunted by the responsibility you may 
be taking on, remember that full training will be available, and you will always act as part of a team. 

What skills are required? 

You will need an interest in the School and in the welfare of our children and the time and willingness to 
get involved. Currently, the governing body particularly needs governors who have expertise in finance, 
premises, HR and/or legal expertise; however, we would wish to encourage those with a wide variety of 
other skills to support the existing Governing Body. 

Governors need the ability to be able to build relationships with a range of people, to be able to work as 
part of a team, to be able to question, and to make connections between different types of information. 

Your Commitment 

If you become a governor, you will be taking on the following commitments to help make sure the School is 
well managed: 

Share the responsibilities of the governing body as summarised above. 

Attend and participate in governors’ meetings on a regular basis – 

Undergo appropriate training 

You may also be invited to sit on appointment panels or attend committee meetings etc. 

You will be required to sign the governing body’s code of practice, and to apply for a DBS enhanced 
disclosure. 

What do you need to do next? 

Read the guidance/nomination form which has been sent with this newsletter that explains the process for 
appointing parent governors. The closing date is 12pm/noon on Friday 24th October 2025. 
If you would like to know more about the role of parent governor or the appointment process, you are 
welcome to contact Thelma Maslen, Clerk to Governors, via email clerk.clerk@holycross.bristol.sch.uk or 
another serving governor at School. 
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Admissions: 
The deadline for submitting Reception class applications for next September is closed. 

Please speak to Miss Sims if you need support in submitting a late application.  

Please spread the word about our school with your neighbours and friends! We have 

spaces in some classes if you know anyone who has moved into the area or looking for a 

new school. If you are able to put a flyer up in your window, please ask Miss Sims for one. 

Anyone is able to call the office and organise a visit.  

 

 

 

Term Dates 2025 - 2026 -  

Term Dates: 
Inset days (no school): 

Tuesday 2nd September 

Monday 3rd November 

Monday 5th January 

Monday 23rd February 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Term 1: Tuesday 2nd September – Friday 24th October  

Term 2: Monday 3rd November – Friday 19th December  

Term 3: Monday 5th January – Friday 13th February 

Term 4: Monday 23rd February – Thursday 2nd April 

Term 5: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May (Bank 

holiday on Monday 4th May) 

Term 6: Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 

 

 



 

Attendance update: 

Throughout this academic year, Mrs Kingston and Miss Sims will be working with parents to 

improve attendance and support any families who need it. Please speak to Miss Sims if you 

would like to arrange a meeting to discuss any worries you may have.  

if you need to request a leave form, please speak to Miss Sims and she will support with this. All 

parents need to do this in advance of the leave and need to give as much detail as possible 

so we can code the absence correctly. If you have 10 sessions (5 day) of unauthorised leave 

within a 10-week period, you will receive a penalty notice. Please see the following page on 

the new law for attendance.  

We would like to remind parents that children are expected to attend school each day unless 

they are too unwell.  Please use this link from the NHS: https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-

too-ill-for-school/. Also, there are times when children will be absent from school for an 

exceptional circumstance. Parents need to inform the school prior to the absence and 

complete a leave of absence form which is available at the school office and on the school 

website. Please remember to phone the school office if your child is going to be absent, do 

not use Class Dojo. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you and then may also make a 

home visit if we are unable to contact you.  

Thank you to those who arrive on time. Remember, children can go straight to class from 

8:45am or attend breakfast club from 8am if necessary. If we receive pupil premium funding 

for your child then breakfast club is free. If your child is constantly late to school this can 

affect their self-esteem and they could be missing out on valuable reading, phonics or Maths 

activities and interventions. When your child is absent from school, please ensure you have 

contacted the school office rather than teachers or Mrs Kingston. If your child is later than 

9.30am this is classed as an absence and will be unauthorised. Please see the next page for 

some more information on unauthorised absences. 

 

 

Class Yearly Attendance This week’s 

attendance 

Late sessions this week 

Reception 93.2% 95.5% 4 

Year 1 93.1% 93.6% 5 

Year 2 92.8% 98.0% 12 

Year 3 90.7% 90.9% 3 

Year 4 92.4% 95.2% 7 

Year 5 91.4% 91.7% 6 

Year 6 95.9% 95.4% 12 

Total 91.2% 94.3% 49 

 

 

As Year 2 class have got the highest attendance they will receive a 

non-uniform day on Friday 24th October. Well done Year 2 Class! 
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 Important Dates:  

 

Term 1 

  

Monday 15th September Bike ability Level 2 (children who signed up) 

Tuesday 16th September AM – Bike ability level 2 (children who signed up) 

PM –Bike ability 1 (children who signed up) 

Year 6 swimming 

Sunday 21st September Arts Trail 

  

Friday 26th September Y5 class assembly 

Macmillan coffee afternoon 2:30-4:00 

  

Tuesday 30th September Year 1 Farm trip 

Year 6 swimming 

  

Wednesday 1st October Year 4 water plant visit  

Thursday 2nd October Year 2 suspension bridge and Avon gorge visit 

Friday 3rd October Year 6 class assembly 

   

Tuesday 7th October Y5 SS Great Britain Trip 

Wednesday 8th October KS1 drama workshop am 

Y5 and Y6 Old Vic trip 

Thursday 9th October Y6 children’s book show workshop 

Friday 10th October Y2 assembly  

  

Tuesday 14th October  Y6 Forensic theme day 

Thursday 16th October Individual photos 

Thursday 16th October KS2 author event with Ben Miller at the Cathedral 

 

Friday 17th October Y1 Assembly 

Monday 20th October  Parent and Carer Coffee Morning 

Tuesday 21st October Y3 WTC-Light workshop and planetarium 

Year 6 swimming 

Parents evening 

Wednesday 22nd October Extended play and stay Reception class 9-10 

Wednesday 22nd October Parents evening 

  

Friday 24th October End of term 1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arbor: 

All parents have been sent an email to sign up for Arbor. It is essential that all parents have 

the app as this is how we will be sending out messages, booking clubs and paying for trips 

etc. If you do not have the app you will not receive the messages. If you need support with 

downloading it please speak to Miss Sims.  



Term dates for next academic year: 

Term Dates: 
Inset days (no school): 

Tuesday 2nd September 

Monday 3rd November 

Monday 5th January 

Monday 23rd February 

Wednesday 22nd July 

Term 1: Tuesday 2nd September – Friday 24th 

October  

Term 2: Monday 3rd November – Friday 19th 

December  

Term 3: Monday 5th January – Friday 13th February 

Term 4: Monday 23rd February – Thursday 2nd April 

Term 5: Monday 20th April – Friday 22nd May (Bank 

holiday on Monday 4th May) 

Term 6: Monday 1st June – Wednesday 22nd July 
 

 

 

Timetable for Term 2 Teacher Clubs: All Clubs finish at 4:15 pm. 

Monday Adult in charge Age Spaces Price per week 

TT Rockstars Mrs Ormsby Years 3-6 30 No charge 

Choir Club Miss Lugg Selected children 20 No charge 

Football Team Mrs Ockwell Selected children 15 No charge 

          

Tuesday         

Makaton Miss Bird/Miss Martin All children 25 No charge 

Film club Mrs Douglas All children 20 No charge 

          

Thursday         

Christmas/Winter craft club Mr Adams Years 2-3 15 No charge 

French Club Miss King All children 25 No charge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
 
 

 

• Friday 24th October - After school book sale. 

• Friday 7th November - Bingo Night – Times to be 

confirmed. 

• Friday 5th December - Christmas Disco – Times to 

be confirmed. 

Food and refreshments will be available at all events. 

If you can volunteer at one of these events, we 

would be very grateful. Please contact 
ptfa@holycross.bristol.sch.uk  

Or leave your contact details at reception.  
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