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HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL
Dean Lane, Bedminster, Bristol BS3 1DB

Tel: 3772199 E-mail: holycrossp@bristol-schools.uk — www.holycross.bristol.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs.J Kingston

21st May 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,

We are pleased to let you know Mrs Edwards is recovering well at home from her surgery this
week. Please keep her in your prayers for an easy recovery.

Next week is the last week of term, the last day of term is Thursday 27" May, we have
contfinued to be so impressed with how the children are working in all classes across the
school.

BS3 Space Trail:

BS3 Space Trail will take place in our local area over the half term (29t May — 5t June). In
school we will be making space themed artwork to display over the holiday. Here is a video to
give information to come up with ideas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?2v=IvvihulvVds If
you live in BS3 you can display your own work and add your location to the map and you can
apply for a craft making kit here: BS3 Space Trail — BS3 Community

Gaming and Online Monitoring:

There has been some inappropriate language used in school this week associated with things
this children have seen or heard online. Please ensure your children are only watching and
playing videos and games which are age appropriate. No one in our school should be
watching videos or playing games with a rating 12 or higher.

Science Competition:

Well done to all the children who took part in the competition. Mr Toogood will be looking at
all of the entries and will be letting the children know who won the prizes in assembly on
Monday.

Parking at drop off:

We have had a number of complaints from the local residents about irresponsible parking and
turning around in the mornings when parents are dropping children off at school. Please do
not park in the guesthouse or do a U-turn on the bend outside it. Please turn around by
carrying on up Dean Lane and using Southville Road (the right turning by the doctors/St Paul’s
Church) and come back down Acramans Road. | would also like to remind you to please do
not pull up outside school on the zig zags to drop off, even if you are in a rush. This is very
dangerous and we do not want to see any accidents.
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Parent volunteers:

If you are able to help on any jobs to help improve our school environment, we hope to have
a parent work session on Thursday 27t May from 5.30pm.

Coronavirus update:

Fortunately, we continue to have no reported cases of coronavirus in school, and we are very
grateful to all those parents who keep their children home and take a test if they have
symptomes. This is now a very quick and easy process. | had to take my own child for a test one
afternoon this week and the result came back overnight so she did not have to miss even 1
day of school.

Staff contfinue to take twice weekly lateral flow tests and take part in the COMMINS testing.
There is one last opportunity to sign your child up. An e mail with further details was sent out
this week.

As parents of pupils in a primary school you are also able to order Lateral Flow tests for you to
use at home, to help reduce the spread of the virus in the community now that lockdown
restrictions are being lifted. Please see the link below for further information:

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/all-households-with-children-of-school-aged-to-get-
rapid-covid-19-tests-per-person-per-week

The requirement to self-isolate can be financially challenging but there is support available.
Further information can be found through this link:

Test and Trace Payment Support - bristol.gov.uk

Uniform:

As the shops are all open as usual now, please ensure your child/ren come to school in the
correct uniform. Our uniform is grey bottoms (skirts, trousers, or shorts), white or red polo shirts
with a navy (dark) blue sweatshirt, hoodie or cardigan. (Royal blue and red cardigans are not
our correct uniform.) Children can wear summer uniform from this term which is shorts or a
navy and white checked summer dress/short suit. We have spare uniform if you need any
more, so please ask Miss Sims. A polite reminder, that skirts should be knee length, shoes should
be plain black and not trainers, and that nail varnish, temporary tattoos and dangly ear-rings
are not allowed in school. PE kits are allowed to be worn for the full day on your child’s PE day.
Correct kit is navy bottoms (joggers, shorts or leggings and a plain white t shirt (polo shirts may
be worn). When it is your child’s PE day they may wear trainers of any colour to school.

Parish Sunday Mass:

Fr Rupert has completed the risk assessment and he is planning how and when to restart Mass
in the Hall. We will let you know as soon as we have an update.

The Vatican has dedicated the month of May to prayer for an end to the coronavirus
pandemic. Please join Catholics across the world to pray for this cause.
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Attendance:

Class Weekly Attendance
Reception 92.4%
Year 1 92.1%
Year 2 97.7%
Year 3 95.5%
Year 4 88.9%
Year 5 96.5%
Year 6 91.0%
Total 93.4%

Next week we will be sending home letters to parents whose children have either less than
96.1% or 90% attendance so far this academic year. As part of our policy and procedures we
have to inform you if your child’s attendance drops below 96.1%.

Thank you to those who attend regularly. Attendance to school is now mandatory and we are
expected to monitor and address Attendance concerns. Please remember to phone the
school office if your child is going to be absent. If we do not hear from you, we will ring you
and then may also make a home visit if we are unable to contact you. Thank you to those
who arrive on time.

It is still the expectation that children do not attend school if they are displaying symptoms,
they can return when a negative test has been achieved. We have found that the
Coronavirus PCR tests are now taking less than 12 hours in some cases, so children are only
needing to be absent for a day or two. If your child has symptoms then have to get a PCR
test to be able to return to school, we have been advised by the DFE that a lateral flow test is
not sufficient.

We have been asked by our EWO to issue penalty notice fines when a child is absent for more
than 4 days within a 10 week period as attendance is mandatory. However, please be aware
of waiting 48 hours before your child returns to school if your child has had a tummy bug.

At the end of this term we will be issuing are usual attendance letters to inform you if your
child's attendance is cause for concern. If there is a serious concern, Mrs James will contact
you to arrange a meeting to see how we can support you.

This week's song is all about being brave - looking to God to help:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCCOfGnHH4I
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Key Dates:

Monday 24th May — CoMMInS Test for children who have signed up
Thursday 27t May - Last day of term

Parent work session from 5.30pm
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