
How to support your 
child with reading
KS2 – Reading Comprehension





The benefits of reading…

• Improved vocabulary

• Perform better academically

• Creativity skills are developed

• Gain a deeper understanding of the world

• Creates empathy

• Concentration levels improve

• Child and parent bond can be strengthened



What do we already do in school?

• Every child is heard reading in school, at least once a week.

• Every class has reading timetabled daily. 3 out of the 5 sessions 
will be focused around their class book for that term. One session 
will be ‘book talk’, the second will be based around vocabulary 
and the third will be comprehension based. 

• The other 2 sessions are for children to complete a reading box 
comprehension and the other one is a stand alone 
comprehension.

• Children will be assessed in reading 3 X a year. Reading box 
assessment should be carried out termly. Year 6 follow a slightly 
different assessment timetable.



Reading books
• All children are set 2 books. 

• One is from the reading scheme – this is levelled and is used when 
reading to adults in school. This should be kept in school.

• The other book is a free reader book. Children have all picked their 
own book from the library. This is to encourage children to read for 
enjoyment.

• Any reading of this book that is done at home should be logged in 
their reading journals. Displays are up in each class, listing the books 
the children have read. We are encouraging children to read until 
complete. 

• If you find the book is too tricky for them at home, please let their class 
teacher know. 



What can you do to 
help?



What skills do children need to 
have?
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How is it best to 
share a story?



Advice from the Book Trust
• Ask your child to choose what they’d like to read. They’ll feel more interested in the story if 

they’ve picked it out themselves. (And don’t worry if they keep returning to the same story, 
either!)

• If you can, turn off the TV, radio and computer. It’s easier for both of you to enjoy the story 
without any other distractions.

• Sit close together. You could encourage your child to hold the book themselves and turn the 
pages, too.

• Take a look at the pictures. You don’t just have to read the words on the page. Maybe 
there’s something funny in the pictures that you can giggle about together, or perhaps your 
child enjoys guessing what will happen next.

• Ask questions and talk about the book. Picture books can be a great way to talk through 
your child’s fears and worries, or to help them deal with their emotions. Give them space to 
talk, and ask how they feel about the situations in the story.

• Have fun! There’s no right or wrong way to share a story – as long as you and your child are 
having fun. Don’t be afraid to act out situations or use funny voices… your little ones will love 
it!



Parents…
• Read yourself! It doesn’t matter what it is – pick up a newspaper or magazine, take a look at a 

cookery book, read a computer manual, enjoy some poetry or dive into a romance or detective 
novel. And get your children to join in – if you’re cooking, could they read the recipe? If you’re 
watching TV, can they read out the listings?

• Give books as presents. And encourage your children and their friends to swap books with each 
other – it’ll give them a chance to read new stories, and get them all talking about what they’re 
reading.

• Visit the local library together. It’s always fun choosing new books to read, and keep an eye out for 
special author events at the library or local bookshop.

• Encourage children to carry a book at all times. That way, they’ll never be bored (this is something 
you can do, too!)

• Have a family bookshelf. If you can, have bookshelves in your children’s bedrooms, too.

• Keep reading together. Just because your children are older, it doesn’t mean you have to stop 
sharing stories.

• Don’t panic if your child reads the same book over and over again.


