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	Objective 1
I know that Mary was chosen by God to be Jesus’ mother.
	As you share different versions of the Annunciation story, explore with the children the idea that God chose Mary because of her Grace and goodness. Explore the idea that God invited her to be the mother of Jesus and she said ‘Yes’ to what God asked of her- so much that she didn’t worry – she knew He would look after her. 
Before you read the scripture to the children, you could begin by sharing with the children a special invitation to them from God – you could have a special scroll or a fancy envelope. Invite the children to open it and share it with children a special invitation that God has given them too- to know and love His son Jesus – beginning with hearing all about the story of His birth. You could write a joint reply to God – giving your ‘yes’ to getting to know Jesus. 

	See
I wonder what Mary was doing when the angel came? 
I wonder what an angel looks like? 
Judge
I wonder if I would feel scared if an angel came?
I wonder if I would have felt brave enough to say yes, like Mary?
Act
What do you wonder about?
I wonder if you have any questions about Mary and the angel?
How can you say yes to God today? 


	Mary
Angel
Promise
Saviour

	Hear
Mary was going to have a baby. His name will be Jesus. Luke 1:26 – 31, 38.
Believe
Mary was chosen by God to give birth to his son.
Live
Ideas to help children explore and respond to scripture.
Celebrate
Mary said Yes to God and He wants us to say ‘Yes’ too.

	Annunciation Story from a children’s Bible.
Nativity by Mary Eliot
The Christmas Promise by A. Mitchell.
 
	Read, share and explore the Scripture of Luke 1:26-31, 38 – using age appropriate versions of the Annunciation story. Share Mary’s joy at being chosen and her willingness to do what God asked of her.
As you share different versions of the Annunciation story, explore with the children the idea that God chose Mary because of her grace and goodness. Explore the idea that God invited her to be the mother of Jesus and she said ‘Yes’ to what God asked of her - so much so that she didn’t worry – she knew He would look after her. 
Before you read the scripture to the children, you could begin by sharing with the children a special invitation to them from God – you could have a special scroll or a fancy envelope. Invite the children to open it and share with children a special invitation that God has given them too- to know and love His Son Jesus – beginning with hearing all about the story of His birth. You could write a joint reply to God – giving your ‘yes’ to getting to know Jesus. 

	Live
Ideas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:- 
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequence, recall.
Choose from these activities:
Invite the children to think about how God used the Angel Gabriel to take His message to Mary and Joseph. Make craft angel wings with each child making a feather with a special message for Mary on it. Display them in a way that a child can stand in front and have a picture taken with ‘wings’ behind. You could also make individual wings and invite children in role-play taking the message to Mary. Make megaphones with Gabriel’s message- “The angel of the Lord announced unto Mary.” The children to use these to share God’s message.
Teach children that God has also given each of them a special Guardian Angel. This Angel is with them always and is given to them as a special gift from God to look after them and guide and guard them their whole lives. Invite the children to make and decorate their own individual guardian angels to remind them of the Angel that God has given them – clay, card, paint, feathers – give children choices of how they want to represent their angel.  
Remind the children of the way that Mary said ‘Yes’ straight away to God’s plan. Mary was kind and gentle and loved God and wanted to do whatever He said. Tell the children that this was a very important moment for us and that lots of artists have painted what they think that this moment might have looked like. Show the children some of the different images of the Annunciation. Look at what is the same and what is different. Invite the children to create their own pictures of Mary and the Angel.
Playing simple ‘trust’ games. Thinking about how Mary trusted God.
Offer the children the opportunities through small world, role-play corner, tough trays to explore this part of the story and retell it. Give children access to images, key vocabulary and books to inspire and inform their play. 
Celebrate
When the Angel asked Mary to be the mother of Jesus, she said Yes to God’s plan. God loves us and wants us to say yes to Him too. Yes to finding out all about Him. Yes to spending time with Him. Yes to loving Him. Mary said ‘Here I am Lord’ when God called her. Let’s try to learn from Mary how to say ‘Here I am Lord’ to God today.
Sit in a circle and look at an image of the Annunciation to remind the children of the story. Remind them of Mary’s words. Light an electric candle to represent Jesus being with us. Pass around the light and invite children to say ‘Lord, here am I ………..’ and invite them to say their name. Remind them that God made them and knows them by name and loves them.
Listen to and join in with the song ‘Here am I’ by Catholic Songs for Kids.


	Objective 2
I know that Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem.

	When it was nearly time for Mary to have her baby, she had to travel, with Joseph, to a town called Bethlehem to add their names to a register.

Bethlehem was a long way from Nazareth.
Mary and Joseph did not have lots of money and they had to travel the long and difficult journey by foot – maybe with a donkey.

The journey would have taken many days and nights. It would have been a difficult time for Mary because she was nearly ready to have her baby. Mary and Joseph would have prayed and trusted God to look after them on this journey.

Bethlehem was not a very large or important town, but God chose it to be the birthplace of His Son because He wanted His son to be for everyone – especially the poor and unimportant people. 

When Mary and Joseph arrived in Bethlehem, there was nowhere for them to stay because lots of people had come to Bethlehem to register too.

God chose a simple stable for the place where His son would be born. Mary and Joseph had to trust in God that this was His plan. 
	See
I wonder how Mary felt on her way to Bethlehem?
I wonder what Mary and Joseph may have prayed for?
Judge
I wonder how I would feel on a long and tiring journey?
I wonder what I could do to be brave on a long journey? 
Act
What do you wonder about?
I wonder if you have any questions about the journey to Bethlehem?
How can you be brave today?


	Mary
Joseph
Bethlehem
Journey



	Hear
Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem.
Believe
Mary and Joseph travelled to Bethlehem.
Live
Ideas to help children explore and respond to scripture.
Celebrate
Mary said Yes to God and He wants us to say ‘Yes’ too.

	Luke 2:4-7
Mary and Joseph travel to Bethlehem from a children’s Bible.
Nativity by Mary Eliot
Mary’s Little Donkey by Gunhild Sehlin. 
	Hear
Read, share and explore the Scripture of Luke 2:4-7 – using age-appropriate versions of the story. Share again the fact that Mary and Joseph had to travel to Bethlehem when Mary was expecting the baby.
Use Godly play toys or wooden bricks, a donkey, Mary and Joseph to recreate the journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 
	Live
Ideas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:- 
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequence, recall.
Choose from these activities:
Explore the idea that Mary and Joseph would have had to prepare for this journey. One of the ways that they might have prepared was to look at a map for the journey. Look at some examples of old maps and think about what information might have been on the maps. Names of towns, roads, rivers, woodlands, mountains, hills etc. Teacher to model making a map for the journey. Give children opportunity to mark make their own map if they choose to. Give them lots of choices of different ways they could make their maps. Large rolls of paper, smaller folded paper, drawing symbols, cutting and sticking symbols, 3D maps with buildings etc added with blocks or small world etc. Encourage children to use the key vocabulary of Bethlehem, Stable, Mary, Joseph.
Invite the children to recreate the journey of Mary and Joseph using their gross-motor skills by building the road from Nazareth to Bethlehem – along with buildings, rivers, trees, animals, camps etc that they may have seen along the way. Use the outside area and a choice of loose parts, large construction etc to build the road. Invite children to create road signs and place names – using chalks etc.
Invite the children to think about caring and preparing the donkey for the journey. Explore what donkeys eat and how to take care of them. Invite the children to explore caring for a donkey – small world, puppet, costume or stuffed toy – and build stables and practise grooming and feeding the donkey. Invite a donkey sanctuary volunteer to come and talk about their work or watch a video of them. Invite the children to create some instructions for how to care for their donkey.
Listen to the hymn ‘O Little town of Bethlehem’ and look at some paintings of Bethlehem by different artists. Invite the children to consider how this little ordinary town became a very well known and important place for Christians. Invite the children to create their own Bethlehem by painting or drawing one of the buildings to join together to make the town. They could draw, paint, collage or make models of the houses. Use candles to support the houses so they light up in the dark.
Celebrate
Invite the children to sit in a circle and display some images of Bethlehem and Mary and Joseph travelling. Reflect upon all the challenges and difficulties that Mary and Joseph may have encountered on the journey. Think about how important prayer and trust in God’s help must have been to them both. Invite some suggestions of what they may have prayed for on the journey. 
Ask the children to think about things that they find difficult sometimes. Pass around small figures or images of Mary and Joseph and invite the children to ‘bring to God’ something that they find difficult – adults may need to model this first. When they receive the figure they can say – ‘Lord please help me with…….’ e.g making friends, my writing, my numbers etc

	Objective 3
I know Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger.
	Jesus was born in a stable and Mary wrapped Him in swaddling clothes and laid Him in a manger. God could have chosen for His son to be born anywhere – the greatest palace – but He didn’t. He chose a simple and humble stable. Jesus was the son of God, the saviour of mankind, the king of kings but God wanted Him to be a king of all people – not a rich and powerful king that people would be afraid to approach. God wants us all to be able to come to baby Jesus in the manger and know that He came for all of us.

Look at a model or image of Jesus in the manger. Invite the children to think about what sort of king He will grow up to be. Record some of their ideas and write them on paper around the manger.  

	See
I wonder what a stable smells like?
I wonder how the animals felt when they shared their stable?
I wonder how they knew Jesus was special?
Judge
I wonder how it feels to be loved by Jesus?
I wonder how the animals felt different after meeting Jesus?
I wonder what it means to bring Jesus’ light to others?
Act
I wonder what it means to bring Jesus’ light to others?
I wonder how we can show kindness to others?
I wonder how we can do this?


	Mary
Joseph
Bethlehem
stable
manger
baby
Jesus
Joy

	Hear
Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger.
Believe
Jesus was born in a stable and laid in a manger.
Live
Ideas to help children explore and respond to scripture.
Celebrate
The tradition of the crib tells the story of Jesus’ birth.
	Luke 2:4-7
Baby Jesus is born from a children’s Bible.
Nativity by Mary Eliot
Room for a little one by Martin Waddell
	Hear
Read, share and explore the Scripture of Luke 2:4-7 – using age-appropriate versions of the Nativity story. 
Explore and discuss with the children that God chose a humble stable for the birthplace of His son. Explain that Mary had to use a manger for Jesus to sleep in. Think about what this teaches us about what God is like and what this teaches us about what God thinks is important and what is not important.

	Live
Ideas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:- 
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequence, recall.
Choose from these activities:
Share the story ‘Room for a little one’ by Martin Waddell or a similar Nativity story. Invite the children to think about the actions of the animals and how they were very kind and shared their home with each other and with Mary, Joseph and Jesus. Invite the children to think about what it means to be kind. Tell the children that one of the ways that we can prepare for the birth of Jesus at Christmas is to be extra kind to others. 
Tell the children that the ‘kindly ox’ or it can be another animal we consider may have been in the stable, has come to visit them in their classroom to look at all the kind things that they do for each other. Invite children to write to the ox or to draw him pictures of the kind acts they spot in their class. 
Share the story ‘Room for a little one’ by Martin Waddell or a similar Nativity story. Invite the children to think about all the kind things that the animals did to share the stable. Invite the children to think about the kind words that they said to each other. Role-play being the different animals and being kind to each other. Ask the children to imagine that another animal came to the stable. What would the animals say to this new animal? Take turns inviting different animals into the stable – thinking about how all are welcome to see Jesus in the manger.

Invite the children to use small world, role play and zig-zag books to explore retelling the story and inviting the animals in to share the stable and to see baby Jesus. 

Share the story ‘Song of the Stars’ by Sally Lloyd Jones. Invite the children to think about all the different names that the animals gave to Jesus.
· The Mighty King 
· The Prince of Peace
· The Bright and Morning Star
· The Good Shepherd
· A light to light up the whole world
Invite them to think about each name and what it might tell us about what Jesus is like?
Make name labels for Jesus to put next to His manger. Invite the children to draw symbols for each name e.g crowns, stars, sheep, candles etc.
Invite the children to think about what a stable and a manger would have been like to stay in.
Explore building different stables as shelters for Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus. Offer the children different building materials to build their shelters.
Build them through different construction materials – both inside and outside – exploring different scales e.g. a shelter for small world for themselves.
Celebrate
Invite the children to celebrate the story of Jesus’ birth through learning the song ‘Away in the Manger.’
Invite the children to think about the words and their meaning. Think about the words that invite Jesus to ‘Stay close by me.’ Explain to children that, although Jesus was born in a stable many, many years ago and that He has now gone back to live with His father in Heaven, we know that He is also still very close to us and that when we pray together to Him, He is very near to us – we just can’t see him.
Share the idea that we sometimes light a candle when we pray to remind us that Jesus is near to us. Invite the children to light and hold an electric candle and be still and quiet with Jesus. Knowing that He is with us, very close. Loving us. 

	Objective 4
I know Shepherds visited Jesus in the stable.


	The people of God had waited a long time for God to send them a saviour. God wanted them to know that His Son had been born. God sent His angels to give the message to simple shepherds to be the very first people to know about the birth of Jesus. Shepherds were very poor and simple people and they were often looked down upon by others. God wanted to show that Jesus had come to earth for all of us and that God thinks that we are all important. The shepherds hurried to visit Jesus in the stable and praised God for giving us His Son. The shepherds also had a very important job, given to them by the angels, to tell everyone they met about the birth of the new king. 

	See
I wonder how the Advent calendar and wreath help us during Advent?
Judge
I wonder how it feels to wait a long time for something?
I wonder how it will feel on Christmas day to remember Jesus’ birth?
Act
I wonder how we can get ready in school during Advent?
I wonder how you can get ready at home to celebrate the birth of Jesus?

	Mary
Joseph
Jesus
Shepherds
Stable
Manger
Joy
Saviour
Advent

	Hear
The Shepherds visit the manger (Lk 2:8-20).
Believe
Shepherds were told by angels to visit Jesus.
	The Shepherds visit the manger (Lk 2:8-20).
Shepherds visit baby Jesus from a children’s Bible.
Nativity by Mary Eliot


	Hear
Read, share and explore the Scripture of Luke 2:8-20 – using age-appropriate versions of the story. 
Explore and discuss the idea that God wanted His people to know about the birth of His Son 
but he didn’t choose the rich or important to tell first. He chose humble shepherds because Jesus had come for everyone – especially those who were poor or not important to the world.

	Live
Ideas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:- 
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequence, recall.
Choose from these activities:
Remind the children that God gave the shepherds a very important job to do – to tell others the Good News about Jesus. We also have to carry on that job today too – telling others that Jesus loves them. 
Invite children to tell others the story of the birth of Jesus in different ways. Encourage children to develop their language skills by retelling the story. Use different games and prompts to help them to remember the key vocabulary and key events – story stones, sequencing cards, matching games, ‘talking telephones,’ finger puppets, small world etc.
Discuss with the children how hard the shepherds would have worked to look after their sheep. The sheep were very important to them and they had to be with them all the time to keep them safe at night and always looked for any sheep that were lost. People sometimes call Jesus the Good Shepherd because He is always looking after us and never leaves us. Invite the children to make a sheep to look after like a shepherd. They could use finger paints, wrapping wool around a template, painting a stone, sticking cotton wool etc. Encourage them to keep it with them all the time – for a whole day – can they keep it safe?

Remind the children that God wanted His people to know that Jesus had been born. As well as sending His angels to the shepherds, He also created a beautiful and bright new star to shine over the place where Jesus lay, to guide others to Him. 
Invite the children to explore making beautiful stars. Explore mark making by imprinting with different objects into clay, or creating patterns on card with white coloured paint. You could string your stars together to decorate your crib scene or nativity play. Explore large mark making by using pavement chalks outside to create a large star together.
Celebrate
God sent His angels to bring the message of great joy to the Shepherds. The angels praised God by singing Hosannahs.
We can praise God too, for sending His Son to us to save us all. 
We can praise God with our singing too.
Look at some images of the angels singing praises to God. Invite the children to name something that they can praise God for – e.g. friends, family, playtime, pets, holidays etc. Play a repeating memory game starting with the phrase ‘God I praise you for…’ Each time you add the next person’s thing and see how far you can go around the groups remembering what they praised God for and adding the next person’s. You could add an action for each thing to help memory.
· Listen to the hymn ‘Sing Hosannah’ and invite the children to join in. Add actions for each verse.

	Objective 5
I know Advent is a time to get ready for Christmas.

	Advent is a special time, when Catholics get ready for the Birth of Jesus. Advent is when Catholics pray, prepare for Christmas and remember the first coming of Christ. It begins four Sundays before Christmas and ends on the 24th of December. The children will start to become aware that we have signs to remind us that this is a special time. The signs include crib scenes, Advent wreaths and calendars and the colour purple.
The 4 candles on the Advent wreath represent hope (purple), peace (purple), joy (pink), and love (purple). The fifth white candle is lit on Christmas day.
	See
I wonder how the Advent calendar and wreath help us during Advent?
Judge
I wonder how it feels to wait a long time for something?
I wonder how it will feel on Christmas day to remember Jesus’ birth?
Act
I wonder how we can get ready in school in Advent?
I wonder how you can get ready at home to celebrate the birth of Jesus?


	Advent
Promise 
Waiting
Saviour
Jesus
Christmas
	Live
Celebrate Advent, it is a time to get ready for Christmas.
CST By our work in Advent, we help others and ourselves and we show our love to God.
Celebrate
Advent wreath.

	Stories about waiting,
The littlest Watchman by Scott James.
The longest wait by Alison Brewis.  
	Introduce the idea of Advent to the children. Tell them that it is a special time that we use to prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas. Advent begins 4 Sundays before Christmas day. Each week, we try to do special things to get our hearts and our homes ready for the celebration of the birth of Jesus on Christmas day. Tell the children that Christians use crib scenes in their homes and in churches to pray and help get their hearts ready for Christmas. Baby Jesus is not placed in the manger till the Christmas Mass. 
	Live
Ideas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:- 
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequence, recall.
Choose from these activities:
Invite children to think about the way that Mary and Joseph had to wait and get ready for Jesus’ birth too. Remind them of how they had to go on a long journey to Bethlehem before Jesus was born. Invite them to make an Advent spiral to help them to wait for Christmas and to prepare like Mary and Joseph did. Invite the children to make a spiral from air-drying clay or salt dough or modelling clay. Along the spiral, make indents with a finger – or the base of a candle. The idea is that each day they move an object from the first indent, one space along towards the centre at Christmas. They could move a candle, a marble or a small figure or Mary and the donkey. The idea is that as they move the object each day, they say a prayer for someone new – helping to prepare their hearts for Jesus.
Show the children an Advent Wreath. Discuss how it can help us to get ready to celebrate Christmas. Each Sunday of Advent we light a new candle at Mass and try to think about how we can grow in hope, peace, joy and love ready for Christmas. Share the meaning of the evergreen leaves and the shape of a circle – to represent God’s never-ending love for us. Invite the children to make their own wreath or to join together to make a class wreath by threading real or card leaves onto a piece of string. Tie the string in a circle when it is full. 
Show the children a Holy calendar. Tell them that on each day of Advent, we open another door to look at an image or read a Bible passage to help us to think about the story of Jesus’ birth and getting ready for Christmas. Invite the children to make their own class Advent calendar to help the class to prepare for Christmas.  You could think about a fun way of making a special Advent calendar that the children can add to each day. The children could draw pictures of different parts of the nativity story and add it to a washing line in a special way – e.g. special envelopes, bags, boxes etc – numbered with the day of Advent. Children could also add names of people that they want to pray for each day or someone that they did a kind thing for that day. 
Show the children a nativity crib set and explain again how they are used in homes and churches during Advent to help families and parishes to remember the story of how Jesus was born. Allow the children access to a children’s crib set and encourage children to explore the Christmas story with the figures, using role play with the characters. Share a story about a crib set e.g. ‘A Small Miracle’ by Peter Collington or ‘Mortimer’s Christmas’ Manger’ by Karma Wilson. 
Celebrate
· Light the first candle on the Advent wreath together and explain to the children that the light represents the light that Jesus would bring into a world of darkness. Sing the first verse and chorus of ‘Light the Advent Candle’. 
· In the first week of Advent, we think about the hope that Jesus brought to His people. Talk about what hope means. Show the children a ‘little bag of hopes’ with symbols inside of all the things that you hope for, for them – e.g. health – (a plaster or stethoscope), friendship (a photo of best friends, a friendship bracelet), happiness (something that makes you happy – pets, cup of tea, chocolate etc), love – (pictures of people you love), laughter (something that makes you laugh).
· Pass around an electric candle and ask the children to finish the sentence ‘This Advent I hope for…’ model this first by suggesting things that we hope for others.
· Explain that everything that gives us hope is a gift from God. 
· Explain that we are called to bring Jesus’ light and hope to others in Advent. Listen to and join in song ‘This Little Light of Mine’. 

	Objective 6
I know that Jesus came for the whole world.

	Christians today celebrate Christmas and tell everyone about Jesus and how much He loves everyone in the world. 
One of the ways that the Christians tell the world about Jesus is to celebrate His birth. All over the world, people celebrate this joyful event in different ways. Even though the way that they may celebrate might be different, they all believe the same thing – that Jesus came to earth for everyone and He loves us all. In Advent, we try to teach others about Jesus’ love by being joyful and being kind to each other. 
	See
I wonder what the stable looked like and whether it was busy the night Jesus was born?
I wonder what the shepherds saw and heard when they arrived?
Judge
I wonder if the shepherd’s felt peace and joy when they saw Jesus?
I wonder if they wanted to tell their friends about the Baby Jesus?
Act
I wonder how we can go out and share joy?
I wonder if we can tell our friends and families about the joy of the birth of Jesus?

	Advent
Promise 
Waiting
Saviour
Jesus
Christmas
	Hear
The Shepherds visit the manger (Lk 2:8-20).
Live
Celebrate Advent, it is a time to get ready for Christmas.
CST By our work in Advent, we help others and ourselves and we show our love to God.
Various cultures celebrate Jesus’ birthday in different ways.
Celebrate
Advent wreath.

	Lk 2:8-20
 ‘Joy to the World Christmas around the Globe’ by Kate DePalma.
	Listen again to the Scripture of Luke 2:8-20 – using age-appropriate versions of the nativity story. Tell the children again that Jesus came for everyone in the whole world and Christians around the world celebrate His birth in different ways. Share some examples of different traditions from different countries. Share the book ‘Joy to the World Christmas around the Globe’ by Kate DePalma. Discuss the idea that Jesus came for everyone and that people all over the world celebrate Christmas and they do this in lots of different ways.
Explain to the children that when God sent His Son, Jesus, to earth to be born as a baby in Bethlehem, He was sending Him for everyone. Jesus came to earth to bring His light for the whole world. Jesus wanted everyone to know about His love for them. Invite the children to look at a map of the world and look at where some of their families come from or places they have visited. Invite them to share any special things that they do with their families to celebrate Christmas. Encourage them to bring in some examples or invite family members in to talk about their family traditions.

	Live
Ideas to help the children explore and respond to the scripture:- 
recognise, talk about, label, name, match, sort, retell, sequence, recall.
Choose from these activities:
Tell the children about the tradition in the Philippines of Simbang Gabi. For nine days before Christmas, Catholics come to Mass early in the morning for nine days in a row. They decorate the churches and streets with lights and make special lanterns called parol to light up the paths to the church. They decorate the parol lanterns and they are often shaped like stars to represent the star that lit the way for the wise men to find Jesus.
Give the children the opportunity to decorate a star shape with different types of reflective materials – to reflect the light. 
Tell the children about the tradition in India of making Kuswar treats to celebrate Christmas. Tell the children that they are an important way for Goan Indians to celebrate Christmas and they are made for friends and family and to share. Invite the children to look at pictures of some of the Kaswar foods and to notice some of the patterns. 
Invite the children to make their own decorative and beautiful treats from marzipan (check for allergies) or from salt dough or modelling clay. Role play serving them to friends.





